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FALL PICNIC /MEETING    

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2018 

PICNIC LUNCH: Registration 12:00 pm, Lunch: 12:30 pm 

   (See registration form at end of Synthesis) 

MEETING: 1:30 PM (Please note earlier start time)  

LOCATION: Community Foundation, 2635 Fruitville Road 

SPEAKER:  Sonia Fuentes, Author, Attorney, Women’s Rights Activist 

 

Sonia Fuentes, our October speaker, is the first to address our season theme “Women Making a 
Difference in our Communities.” She has taken the role of a celebrated attorney, a public speaker, an 
author, a feminist, and a women’s rights activist for the past fifty plus years.   

Sonia recounts many of these experiences in her book “Eat First--You Don’t Know What They’ll 
Give You, The Adventures of an Immigrant Family and their Feminist Daughter.”    It is due to 
women activists of the 60’s, and specifically to Sonia Pressman Fuentes that we women can today 
proclaim “We’ve Come a Long Way Baby”!  Please join us at our October meeting to hear more about 
our dynamic speaker and her feminist accomplishments. Her book will be available for purchase for 
$22.99 at the meeting.  (See the initial write-up in September Synthesis for more details about Sonia 
Fuentes.)  

     Carol Bernasconi edited by Roz Lurie 

        

 AAUW Speakers Calendar for year 2018-19 
 
Nov. 15    Lee Dougherty Ross, Artist Series Concerts, Founder/ Director 
 
Dec. 8      Holiday Luncheon at Prestancia Country Club 
 
Jan. 16      Mary Bensel, Executive Director, Van Wezel Performing Arts 
 
Feb. 20     Vicki Oldham, Newtown Alive Director and Communiity Scholar 

 
March 20  Carrie Seidman, Herald Tribune Writer/Journalist 
 
April 17     Roxie Jerde, President and CEO Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
 
May 4.       Spring Luncheon, TBA 

 
Synthesis 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER   
    October, 2018 

 

A new AAUW year brings new opportunities.  
Some of us are taking on the challenge of a 
new position, and some of us are looking at 
new ways to do the same things.  Our first 
branch meeting of the year is going to be a bit 
different, with our ‘Welcome Back’ lunch taking 
place the day of the meeting, and the addition 
of the presentation on the proposed 
constitutional amendments.  Don’t forget to 
send in your reservation if you plan to attend 
the lunch. 

New for you might mean offering to help with 
some of our internal committees or projects.  
Eloise Malinsky will be looking for volunteers 
for Academic Olympics, Virginia Waring will be 
looking for volunteers for the Write-Read-Write 
program, and the branch always needs 
fundraising ideas and volunteers.  The 
Membership, Public Policy, and Program 
Committees can always use more members, 
and don’t forget that the Nominating 
Committee will be looking to fill some positions 
next spring.  And if you have tech skills that we 
don’t yet know about……….! 

There has been some interest in forming a new 
Interest Group of regular restaurant lunches or 
dinners.  Please let me know if joining a ‘Lunch 
Bunch’ or “Dames Who Dine’ type of group 
interests you and we will get it going. 

Attached to the end of this newsletter, after the 
lunch reservation form, you will see an 
application for membership.  This is so you can 
print it out and have it handy when you are 
talking to your friends about joining our branch.  
You will also have the opportunity at our 
meetings to take a brochure to keep in your 
purse to hand out on the spur of the moment! 

   Diana Sells, President 
      

PUBLIC POLICY 

One of the Biennial Action Priorities of our 
National AAUW is: 

To support a strong system of public 
education that promotes gender fairness, 
equity, and diversity.   AAUW advocates: 

  Opposition to the use of public funds 
for nonpublic elementary and secondary 
education and to charter schools that do 
not adhere to the same civil rights and 
accountability standards as required of 
other public schools. 

    One of three different topics, part of the 
Amendment 8 on the November ballot had the 
purpose of undoing a previous court ruling that 
struck down a law creating a statewide charter 
school commission.  A legal challenge by the 
League of Women Voters has caused the 
Florida Supreme Court to remove this 
Amendment 8 from the ballot.  Amendment 8 
combined other ideas into one amendment, 
including term limits for school board members. 
It made it easier to set up charter schools 
without approval by local school boards.   

    As AAUW members, we can be pleased with 
this decision and hope that the decision is a 
final one.  Join us after the official October 
AAUW meeting, when representatives of the 
LWV will discuss all of the proposed 
amendments on the November ballot. 

Ora Jean Henry, Co-Director for Public Policy 

 

 



Vol. MMXVIX – Number 2           The Newsletter of the Sarasota Branch of the AAUW                OCTOBER 2018 
 

 

Page 3 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
NEW MEMBER INFO 

 
Please welcome another new member to our branch. 
 
Gail Berenson was born in Kenosha, WI and has a degree in Piano Performance from Northwestern 
University. She taught briefly at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, and many years at Ohio 
University in Athens, OH, retiring as Professor Emerita of Piano. A dedicated teacher, performer, and 
author, she is also a noted expert on musician wellness issues. Gail is the recipient of numerous 
awards and continues to be an active and passionate collaborative pianist and tireless advocate on 
musicians' health issues. 
 
Moving to Florida after being a lifelong Midwesterner is quite a change. So welcome, Gail, to 
Sarasota AAUW where you will meet many other transplanted northerners. 
        Elizabeth Smith and Sue Ritchey 

 
OTHER MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 
Guest at Your Table 
 
We’re trying something a bit different this year, called Guest at Your Table. Each table will have one 
reserved seat with a readable "Guest" or “New Member” sign. When a new member or guest is 
greeted at the door, they should be directed to special seats reserved just for them. There they will 
find a packet of information about AAUW and our Sarasota branch. This is designed to be as 
welcoming and inviting as possible. So, be sure to sit next to someone at one of these seats!  Also, at 
least one member of the membership committee will stop by to introduce ourselves either before or 
after the meeting as well.  

If you are a greeter, please be sure to have the guest complete the short form--which will be at your 
Greeter table--providing their name, address, phone, and e-mail address. If time permits, please bring 
the guest in and offer refreshments, etc. Thank you! 

       Susan McGowan and Anne Salomone, Membership 

OTHER NEWS 
 

Branch Meeting Hospitality 

 
Since no one has stepped forward to take charge of the hospitality at our branch meetings, beginning 
in November, each Interest Group will be asked to take a turn to bring snacks, as we have done in 
the past. However, this will now include the beverages of the group's choice, as there will not be 
anyone who will make coffee and tea.  Carol Bernasconi, our Program Chair, will notify each group 
chair when it is their turn and can then answer questions.  We hope this will work out and not be too 
onerous on anyone. 

           Diana Sells, President 
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WOMEN’S EQUITY LUNCHEON 2018 

 

The 98th anniversary celebration of the passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was 
an enjoyable, sold-out gathering of women from Sarasota and Manatee counties.  The guest speaker, 
Bernadette diPino, Sarasota Chief of Police, gave an inspiring, humorous and illuminating account of 
her “33-year law enforcement career journey”.  Her advice to women who want to succeed in a male 
dominated career is to focus - ignore most compliments and criticism, work hard and don’t take your 
eye off the ball.  Audience members celebrated our victory in 1920 but were reminded that we still 
need to build on the work of thousands of women who made the passage of the 19th Amendment 
possible.  As Patricia Ross, AAUW Florida President wrote, “…the work for women’s equality is not 
yet finished.” 

            Kathy Oarr 

 
 
 
 

Right to Left:  Audrey Laue, 
Keianna Hawthorn, Madison 

Duelge , Laura Serbin and Kathy 
Oarr.  The three girls are from 

the USF AAUW branch and two, 
Laura and Madison, were 
delegates to NCCWSL. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Embracing Our Differences 

From May 11, 2018 
 

Our AAUW members with 
Riverview Alumna Sasha at 

right 
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AAUW Sarasota Branch 

Officers and Directors  2018 - 2019 
 

Officers 
President Diana Sells 
Vice President vacant  

Secretary Lois Fisch 
Treasurer Susan Serling 

 

Directors 
 Program 

 
Carol Bernasconi 

Membership Sue McGowan 
Public Policy Jean Henry 

Mary Muller 
Communications Dorothy Okray 

Sue Casey*  
Education Programs Virginia Waring  
Nominations 
 
Past President 

Anne Salamone 
Delores Forsyth 
Ellen Roche 
 

Parliamentarian Mimi Welch 
Synthesis Editor Roz Lurie 

*proposed 
  

  

 
Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  

Visit the national AAUW website:  www.aauw.org to 
find out more about AAUW, blogging, tweeting, and 

follow the link to AAUW’s Facebook page 

 

 
Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230 
 

Access the Florida AAUW website:  
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net 

 
And the Sarasota branch website: 

https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 
 

 

 

Deadline 

October 10th is the deadline for the 
November issue of the Synthesis.  
Please submit either an email or 
attached Word document to me, Roz 
Lurie.  Photos are appreciated.  I 
cannot edit a PDF file. 

Roz Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
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C A L E N D A R  
OCTOBER 2018 

To place items in the Calendar, get in touch with Diana Sells by the 10th of October for the November 
newsletter: dsells55@yahoo.ca or 941-879-2294 

 
Reception for the Tech Trek and NCCWSL attendees 
Sept 22 – Saturday at 10am. All Invited! Please meet and greet the Tech Trek and NCCWSL 
students on Saturday, September 22, at the Sarasota downtown Selby Library in the Geldbart 
Auditorium.  A short presentation will follow with light refreshments. Contact Virginia Waring at 
virginia.waring@gmail.com. 
 
North County Neighborhood Group 
Sept 28 – Friday at noon.  The North County Neighborhood Group Lunch and Planning Session will 
be at the University Park Country Club (main dining room) with RSVP to Barb Kerwin at 
johnandbarbk@gmail.com or 941 383-0772 by Wednesday, Sept 26. 
 
AAUW Board Meeting 
Oct 2 – Tuesday at 10 am. The AAUW Sarasota Board will meet at the Community Foundation at 
2635 Fruitville Rd. All members are welcome! Plan to join us for lunch afterwards. 
 
First Wednesday Bridge 
Oct 3 - First Wednesday Bridge at 1:00 – Social bridge on the first Wednesday of the month. We 
will meet at the home of Maureen Firth. We welcome new members at all levels of play. Contact 
Maureen Firth at 941- 358-6451 or firthent@yahoo.com. 
 
Play Reading 
Oct 10 – 1:00.  Joann Flanigan will present Lost in Yonkers by Neil Simon at the home of Emma 
Laura Carvin. Please arrive by 1 pm for role assignments. The group meets the second Wednesday 
of each month. If you are planning to attend or have any questions, contact Nancy Brennan at 
nbrennan617@gmail.com or call 924-5951. 
 
Movies on the Cheap 
Oct 12 – Friday at noon. Movies on the Cheap at 11:55 am at the Parkway 8 Cinema (University 
and Lockwood Ridge) and lunch at Peaches' Restaurant, a few doors down. Contact me for a count 
and questions: ronagahr@yahoo.com, by that morning. 
 
The North County Book Group 
Oct 16 – Tuesday at 11am.  The North County Book Group will meet at the North Sarasota Library to 
discuss The Power by Naomi Alderman.  We meet from 11:00 to 12:00 with optional lunch 
afterwards. Contact Lois Fisch.  Call or text: 315-542-8720 or lfisch@utica.edu. 
 
Art Appreciation Group 
Oct 19 – Friday at 1:30.  We will visit Allyn Gallup Galleries at 1288 Palm Ave, after which we will 
visit Art Uptown at 1367 Main St., with optional lunch beforehand.  Contact Shirley Foss at 377-6182 
or shirfoss@verizon.net. 
 
 
 

mailto:dsells55@yahoo.ca
mailto:firthent@yahoo.com
mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
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Gulf Gate Book Group 
Oct 23 – Tuesday at 11:30. The Gulf Gate Book Group will meet at the Gulf Gate Library. Audrey 
Laue will lead a discussion of Behold the Dreamers by Mbue.  All branch members are invited to join 
the discussion with optional lunch after the meeting.  For more information contact Sylvia Rosenfeld 
at sylros10@yahoo.com, Kathy Schoenhals, katvrs@gmail.com or Audrey Laue, 
sarafen@fastmail.us. 
 
Branch Meeting 
Oct 24 – Wednesday at 1:30.  Note early start time.  (Optional) Welcome Back lunch at 12:00; 
business meeting at 1:30; speaker at 2:00; (optional) presentation on the proposed Florida 
constitutional amendments by League of Women Voters at 3:00. Community Foundation located at  
2635 Fruitville Rd.  
 
Ballet Enthusiasts 
Oct 27 – Saturday at 2:00 for performance of ICONOGRAPHIC, with choreography by Graham, 
Graziano and Samsova, at the Center for the Performing Arts (ASOLO), 5555 N. Tamiami Trail. 
Purchase your own tickets. Optional early dinner at Captain Brian’s at 8421 N Tamiami Trail.  Contact 
Joann Flanigan at joannssota@verizon.net. 

 
 

 

Fall Picnic /Meeting 

DATE: WED, OCT. 24TH  

REGISTRATION:  12:00 P.M. 

LUNCHEON:  12:30 P.M. catered by Nellie’s Deli. 

 

Please make check in the amount of $20.00 payable to “AAUW Sarasota” and mail with reservation 
form below by Friday, October 12, 2018 to: 

Janet Mahler 

8400 Vamo Rd. # 1266 

Sarasota, Fl. 34231 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
    

       PICNIC RESERVATION FORM 

 

NAME:____________________________________________________ 

 

GUEST:____________________________________________________ 

Gluten free and vegetarian options will be available.  Please check if desired. 

Vegetarian_____________________ 

Gluten Free____________________ 

mailto:sarafen@fastmail.us
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AAUW Sarasota Branch MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ City/State/Zip: ____________ 

Phone: ____________________   Email: ________________________________________ 

College/University: _____________________________________________ State: ______  

Year Graduated: _____   (Highest) Degree: ______ Major(s): ________________________ 

Are you a current member in another AAUW branch?  ________ 

If so, please list branch: _________________________________________________ 

Annual membership fee:  $85.00*  
(National $59, State $12, Branch $14) 
 
Note:  $56 of the National dues is tax deductible 
*If you are a current member of another AAUW branch, fee is $26 

Please make check payable to: 
Sarasota AAUW 

Mail application and check to: 

AAUW 
PO Box 3554 
Sarasota, FL 34230-3554 
 

 

                       


