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JANUARY MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019 – 2:00 P.M. 

LOCATION: Community Foundation, 2635 Fruitville Road 

SPEAKER:  Mary Bensel, Executive Director,  

Van Wezel Performing Arts Center 

 

 

   Happy New Year to all our members and get ready to welcome our 
very special speaker, Mary Bensel, to our January AAUW Branch 
Meeting. Ms. Bensel presently serves as the Executive Director of 
the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall. She came to the Van Wezel in 
2007 and immediately set her sights on creative and diverse 
booking, fiscal control and much needed building improvements. She 
earned the respect of her hard working staff and soon got to work. 
Under her leadership the Hall had to undergo many improvements to 
support the needs of performers and the orchestras that would 
perform. Seating for the audience needed attention, inclusive of 
providing for many special needs of patrons. She sought out many of 
the best entertainers each year that toured venues throughout the 

U.S. Her specialty seems to be the ability to know what the Sarasota community desires to see. The 
entertainers she books attract audiences of all ages and all interests. And, equally important, there 
has been a continuous focus on community. Programs aimed at families, seniors, and military have 
been included in yearly programming. This season The Lion King will play a multi-level engagement 
for the very first time.  

     Is it surprising that all of these fulfilled goals have led to the Van Wezel being named the #1 
Performing Arts Hall in North America in the 2000 seat category by the prestigious Venues magazine 
for the 5th time? Certainly not to the Sarasota Community! 
     However, that Sarasota was fortunate enough to attract Mary Bensel is truly our gift. Her career 
could be included in a Playbill magazine. She holds a BA from Mansfield University in Speech, 
Theatre and English, and a MA from the University of Pittsburgh in Acting and Directing. She was a 
founding member of the Pittsburgh Public Theatre, served as Director of Touring and Sales for Troika 
Entertainment (a Broadway Touring Company) and spent ten years serving as General Manager of 
the Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Center in Fort Meyers. She then, finally, settled in Sarasota and 
began the dedication that has made the Van Wezel the most stellar of venues. In that goal, our 
community is in agreement that she has succeeded.  
     Please join us on January 16th to hear so much more from our very special speaker, Mary Bensel. 
                                             Carol Bernasconi 
                                             Program Director 
 
P.S.  The North County Book Group is in charge of the refreshments for the meeting. 

 
Synthesis 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER   
    January, 2019 

 
Our Holiday Luncheon on December 8 was another 
wonderful occasion produced by our amazing 
Program Director, Carol Bernasconi, along with her 
team of Janet Mahler and Ellen Roche.  Sue Casey 
wasn’t able to attend so didn’t see how beautifully 
(in both senses) her name tags/lunch order cards 
kept everything organized.  Many thanks also to 
Barb Kerwin and Roz Lurie, the elves who collected 
the donations for Season of Sharing.  There must 
have been some magic in those stockings they 
circulated, because the total collected was $1440, a 
huge increase over last year’s donations of $805.  
And we are very lucky to live in a city with such 
first-class musical talent, the soprano Michelle 
Giglio and pianist Lee Dougherty Ross, who 
entertained with Christmas songs.  The Twelve 
Days After Christmas…..hilarious! 

Exciting things will be happening in the new year.   

First, we have been invited to partner with the other 
three AAUW’s in our area to work together with the 
Women’s Resource Center and the Cross College 
Alliance, (representing five area colleges), to 
present the AAUW Start Smart and Work Smart 
programs next spring.  An organizational meeting is 
being held in January when more information will 
be forthcoming. 

Second, I, along with some other Board members, 
will be attending a meeting in January with 
representatives of several other local women’s 
groups to brainstorm with Florida Studio Theater on 
a two-year project in celebration of 100 years of 
women’s suffrage, which “will culminate in a 
community-wide festival in the spring of 2020”, 
including a play at FST. 

And last, if you think you might be attending the 
AAUW State convention in Ocala on April 6&7, 
(and have not already raised your hand when I 
asked) please let me know.  They would like a 
rough count in January. 

Enjoy your holiday season and stay safe! 

   Diana Sells, President 

 

NATIONAL AAUW 
PUBLIC POLICY  

It was brought to our 
attention, Jean Henry, and 
myself, that many new 
members (and some long 

time members) voiced an interest in 
participating in the public policy section of our 
branch. 
 
In light of this, Jean and I decided to prepare 
an opportunity for these members to get 
together before the next meeting, that is, 
before the January meeting, to identify issues, 
plan possible activities and promotional 
statements. Prior to our January branch 
meeting, a table will be chosen to be our 
"Public Policy Headquarters." This will be an 
opportunity for all who attend to share views on 
current issues and share past experiences, 
and offer suggestions for our  action 2019 
agenda. 
 
The next Florida legislative session will open in 
March. A local representative, Margaret Good, 
shares many of the AAUW perspectives on 
Florida legislation. We would like to invite her 
to speak to us next season. 
 
As a point of interest, the National Women's 
History Museum Report on the Status of 
Women has found in 2018, that women make 
up 20% of the 535 members of congress. 
There are only 6 women governors, and 
women make up only 25.5% of state 
legislators. There is work to be done. 
 
Note: Women's Equal Pay Date will be April 2, 

2019.       Mary C.  Muller
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

If any of the information in the Yearbook becomes inaccurate, please let someone from the 
Membership Committee know so we can get that information out to everyone in the Synthesis.  Be on 
the lookout for them in each issue. Thanks.     Membership Committee 

     Sue McGowan, Nancy Brennan, Anne Salamone, Joann Flanigan 
 

 
 

Please update your yearbook with these corrections and additions, as noted in bold type.  

 
Berenson, Gail 
6414 Addington Place 
University Park, FL 34201 
Northwestern University 
 
 
Jakes, Rachel P.  Life 
445 Meadow Lark Dr. 
De Pauw University, Indiana University 
 
 
Weiss, Harlene  
5424 Lena Rd. Ste. 309 
Bradenton, FL 34211 
Barnard College, Loyola College of MC 
 

          Susan McGowan 

 
SPECIAL DEAL FOR MEMBERS:  GEICO 

 

See how much more you could save with a special discount on insurance. Call 800.368.2734 or 
visit www.geico.com/org/aauw for your free quote today and invite your friends and family to do the 
same! 

Mention “AAUW” and AAUW will receive $15 per auto insurance inquiry, $10 per home inquiry, and 
$5 per renter/condo/boat inquiry. Note: National will receive the money. 

https://www.geico.com/org/aauw
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NEW MEMBER INFO 
 
Susan R. Stewart. 
 
Sue lived in Syracuse, NY and was employed as the CEO of Girl Scouts of Central New York, and in 
the health care sector as a hospital social worker, and later as a Hospice Vice President in central 
New York. From 2010 to 2017, she was CEO of Girl Scouts of Gulfcoast Florida and was committed 
to strategic planning, philanthropy, and board leadership. 
 
She currently lives in the Rosemary District of Sarasota and is employed as an independent 
consultant. Sue most recently served as Mission Manager for the Sarasota Bayfront Planning 
Organization to engage the community and deliver a master plan to the City of Sarasota for the 
development of the 53 acres of the Sarasota Bayfront. 
 
Running, reading, and connecting with the community are activities she enjoys. Aspirations include 
inspiring girls and women to achieve positive life outcomes through personal, educational, and 
economic self-sufficiency. She would also like to run for elected office. 

 
Laura T. Pardee  
 
Laura was born in New Jersey and graduated from Wellesley College in 1959 with a major in French 
language and literature. Her husband Fred's career as a chemical engineer with the duPont Company 
involved moving to many cities in the U.S., landing in Florida in 2010. 
 
During all the years of moving around she taught French in public and private schools. She also 
worked as a professional development officer for a boys' school in Wilmington, the Delaware 
Symphony Orchestra, and the Hagley Museum. Volunteer activities ranged from serving on the 
boards of the Visiting Nurse Association in Wilmington and Denver, to being a facilitator of art history 
at the Colorado Academy of Lifelong Learning. She was a member of the Junior Leagues of 
Wilmington and Denver and is currently a sustainer in the Junior League of Sarasota.  
 
Laura's hobbies include duplicate bridge, book clubs, golf, tennis, and skiing. She is happy to say that 
her mother, a Middlebury alumna, was a member and president of AAUW in Trenton, NJ in the 
thirties and early forties.          Elizabeth Smith  

OTHER NEWS 

EMBRACING OUR DIFFERENCES – ANNUAL LUNCHEON 

Please find on the last page of the Synthesis, an invitation to the Embracing Our Differences Annual 
Luncheon.  If you are interested in attending and joining our Sarasota Branch AAUW table, I will 
collect the checks and send them to the host.  Your response must include: A check for $65, payable 
to Coexistence Inc, your full name, address and phone.  The only lunch choice is if you want 
vegetarian. Please send your check to me by January 8, 2019 so we can make a timely reply.  

    Audrey Laue, 2709 Safe Harbor Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231 
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WRITE READ WRITE 

     To all members who plan to participate in the Write Read Write program.  We have a new 
coordinator at Sarasota County Schools, and we have a third grade 
classroom which wishes to participate.  So we are ready to go!  

    If you plan to participate, please be sure to attend our branch meeting in 
January. At that time, you can write a brief note to a student and then I can 
deliver the notes to our coordinator, Jennifer Anderson, who will then deliver 
the notes to the classroom at Toledo Blade Elementary School. 

     We thereby can move the program along speedily.  Ideally we might 
receive pen pal notes from the students by February. If you cannot attend 
the January meeting, but want to participate, please let me know. You can contact me 
at: katevrs@gmail.com.     

     Thanks so much for your cooperation. See you in January.    Kathy Schoenhals  
    

 
ACADEMIC OLYMPICS AND TECH TREK 

Volunteers are still needed for Academic Olympics and Tech Trek!  Please participate in these fun 
activities. 

Academic Olympics: 

High school teams compete in a timed, fast-paced quiz program.  Winner goes to Florida state finals. 

AAUW Sarasota members are needed as volunteer Timers & Scorekeepers.   

No experience necessary! Location: TBA but probably Pine View School. 

Dates and Times 

Tuesday, Jan 15, 22, 29, Feb 5; Saturday, Feb 9 

3:00 - 4:30 pm approximately; Saturday morning 9:30 - 11:30 approx. 

Volunteers can do one, two, three, four, OR all five sessions. 

To sign up, contact Eloise Malinsky at emchemfl@aol.com 

Tech Trek: 

AAUW members interview 7th grade girls and their parents relative to their interest in STEM and 
discuss going to Tech Trek, a week-long AAUW summer camp. 

Needed:  The ability to ask a few questions! Location:  TBA but probably Gulf Gate Library. 

Dates and Times: 

Saturday, Feb 9   10 - noon  and 12-3 

Saturday, Feb 16  10 - noon and 12-3 

Volunteers can do one, two, three, or all 4 time slots. 

To sign up, contact Virginia Waring at vwaring@gmail.com 

This year we have 23 girls to interview.  That means we really do need your help! 

Those who have already signed up, thank you!  This is a great opportunity for our new members! 

 

            Virginia Waring 

mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:emchemfl@aol.com
mailto:vwaring@gmail.com
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AAUW Sarasota Branch 
Officers and Directors 2018 - 2019 

 
Officers 
President Diana Sells 
Vice President vacant  

Secretary Lois Fisch 
Treasurer Susan Serling 

 

Directors 
 Program 

 
Carol Bernasconi 

Membership Sue McGowan 
Public Policy Jean Henry 

Mary Muller 
Communications Dorothy Okray 

Sue Casey  
Education Programs Virginia Waring  
Nominations 
 
Past President 

Anne Salamone 
Delores Forsyth 
Ellen Roche 
 

Parliamentarian Mimi Welch 
Synthesis Editor Roz Lurie 
  

  

 
Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  

Visit the national AAUW website:  www.aauw.org to 
find out more about AAUW, blogging, tweeting, and 

follow the link to AAUW’s Facebook page 

 

 
Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230 
 

Access the Florida AAUW website:  
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net 

And the Sarasota branch website: 
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 

Branch email address: 
sarasota.aauw@gmail.com 

 

Deadline 

January 10th is the deadline for the 
February issue of the Synthesis.  Please 
submit either an email or attached 
Word document to me, Roz Lurie.  
Photos are appreciated.  I cannot edit a 
PDF file. 

Roz Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
mailto:sarasota.aauw@gmail.com
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CALENDAR 

 January 2019 
To place items in the Calendar, get in touch with Diana Sells by the 10th of January for 

the February newsletter: dsells55@yahoo.ca or 941-879-2294 
 
 

AAUW Board Meeting 
Jan 8 – Tuesday at 10 am. The AAUW Sarasota Board will meet at the Community Foundation at 
2635 Fruitville Rd. All members are welcome! Plan to join us for lunch afterwards. 
 
First Wednesday Bridge 
Jan 2 - First Wednesday Bridge at 1:00 – Social bridge on the first Wednesday of the month. We 
meet in homes and welcome new members at all levels of play. Contact Maureen Firth at  
941- 358-6451 or firthent@yahoo.com. 
 
Play Reading 
Jan 9 - Wednesday – 1:00.   Contact Nancy Brennan at nbrennan617@gmail.com 
 
Film Group 
Jan 10 – Thursday at 11am – Meet at the Selby Library in the 2nd floor conference room to discuss 
the chosen film, with optional lunch to follow. For information contact:  Sylvia  Rosenfeld 
(sylros10@yahoo.com or 924-8603) or Kathy Schoenhals (katevrs@gmail.com or 346-8161). New 
members are welcome. 

 
Movies on the Cheap 
Jan 11 – Friday at noon. Movies on the Cheap will meet at 11:55 am at the Parkway 8 Cinema 
(University and Lockwood Ridge) and lunch at Public’s Bar and Grill, a few doors west of the theatre. 
Contact me for a count and questions: ronagahr@yahoo.com by that morning. 
 
The North County Book Club 
 Jan 15 – Tuesday at 11am.  The North County Book Group will meet at the North Sarasota Library. 
Virginia Waring will lead the discussion of The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra 
Patrick. All members are invited to attend. Optional lunch following the meeting. The North County 
Book Club is scheduled to host the refreshments for the January 16 Branch Meeting.  For more 
information contact Lois Fisch.  Call or text: 315-542-8720 or lfisch@utica.edu. 
 
Branch Meeting  
Jan 16 – Wed at 2:00.  Join us to hear our speaker, Mary Bensel, and a chance to connect with your 
fellow members.  Bring a prospective new member, or anyone who might be interested in hearing 
about our work.  The public is always welcome.  Optional lunch before the meeting will be at 
Longhorn’s in the Target Shopping Center at Fruitville and Honore, at 11:45 am.  Please make a 
reservation with Joann Flanigan, joannssota@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dsells55@yahoo.ca
mailto:firthent@yahoo.com
mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:ronagahr@yahoo.com
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:joannssota@verizon.net
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JANUARY CALENDAR (continued) 
 
Gulf Gate Book Group 
Jan 22 – Tuesday at 11:30. The Gulf Gate Book Group will meet at the Gulf Gate Library and will 
discuss Translation of Love by Lynne Kutsukake.  The discussion will be led by Sylvia  Rosenfeld. An 
optional lunch  at a nearby restaurant follows the meeting.  All branch members, wherever they live, 
are invited to join.  Contact  Sylvia Rosenfeld at sylros10@yahoo.com or Kathy Schoenhals at 
katevrs@gmail.com or Audrey Laue at sarafen@fastmail.us. 

 
North County Neighborhood Group 
Jan 25 – Friday at 11 am. Meet at The Bazaar on Apricot and Lime, 821 Apricot Ave., Sarasota, for 
an introduction to and tour of the craftspeople and artists’ booths in an indoor setting. We will 
reconvene for lunch at 12:30 pm at The Rosemary restaurant, 411 N. Orange Ave. For lunch 
reservations and directions contact: Roz  Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com or 773-218-1005. For more info: 
www.BazaaronApricotandLime.com 
 
Ballet Enthusiasts 
Jan 26 – Saturday at 2pm. The Center for The Performing Arts (Asolo), 5555 No Tamiami 
Trail.  Program 4, TRANSCENDING MOVEMENT includes choreography by Bintley, Graziano, and 
and Sir Frederick Ashton. Purchase your own tickets.  Optional early dinner after the Ballet at the 
MUSE restaurant, located in the Ringling Complex. Let Joann Flanigan know if you plan to stay after 
for early dinner. Contact:  joannssota@verizon.net 

 

 

 

Embracing our Differences 

Annual Luncheon 

Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2019 

Michael’s On East 

Registration: 11:30 am 

Lunch:  noon 

Patron $100  /  Individual $65 

Co-Chairs: Dennis & Graci McGillicuddy 

And Chief Judge Charles E. Williams 

This year’s luncheon features a tribute to our co-founder and board 
member, Carol Poteat-Buchanan.  

 

mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:sarafen@fastmail.us
mailto:roz.lurie@gmail.com
http://www.bazaaronapricotandlime.com/
mailto:joannssota@verizon.net

