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 MARCH MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2019 – 2:00 P.M. 

LOCATION: Community Foundation, 2635 Fruitville Road 

SPEAKER:  Carrie Seidman, Columnist 

 
   Our March 20th speaker is someone that all Herald Tribune 
readers know quite well. She has informed us, entertained us, 
touched our hearts, given us pause when thinking we have an 
opinion and energized us to become a more educated, responsive 
citizen. She is Carrie Seidman, the lead columnist for our local 
newspaper, where she has been a staff writer since 2010. 

            Carrie is a graduate of the Columbia School of Journalism. 
Her career includes job responsibilities as a reporter, critic and 
columnist for nearly 40 years. She has worked for the New York 
Times, Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Albuquerque Journal and 
Albuquerque Tribune. Finding her niche in Sarasota has given us, 

her readers, the gift of enjoying and benefiting from her exceptional writing talents. 

 The mother with an adult child with schizo- affective disorder, Ms. Seidman's recent writing has 
focused on the misconceptions surrounding brain disorders and eliminating the stigma attached to 
such diagnoses. Her recent project, FACEing Mental Illness: The Art of Acceptance, was a year-long 
fellowship from the Clark Center for Mental Health Journalism that led to a book and a documentary 
film. She makes every attempt to include us in understanding her personal mission in her writing. Two 
recent articles: “Being Humane to Humans" and "Better Mental Health Model" encourages her 
readers to recognize the importance of community advocacy and awareness of a population being 
overlooked and poorly supported. 

 However, it is also the Sarasota community that Carrie devotes her energies to in her weekly 
columns. She has weighed in on a suggested ‘wish list' for future Sarasota enhancements in "Dear 
Santa" and instigated civic pride and inclusivity in “Wasting No Time to Build a Bond”. Personal 
experiences and challenges have been shared. Do we recall “Yet Another Year Solo”?  Her take on 
still being single. Or "A Death in the Family", where she shared the loss of a fellow runner and buddy, 
Big Jim, that truly tugged at our heartstrings and brought on many a tear! 

 We have read, but now we will hear from, the prolific Carrie Seidman, when she joins us at our 
March meeting. Mark your calendars, ladies. Our speaker has much to share.                                                                                                                     

 
                                               Carol Bernasconi, Program Director 

 
Synthesis 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER   
    MARCH, 2019 

 

  In January I was in D.C. with a free day, so made 
an appointment to tour the AAUW National offices.  
Really, they were only offices, but on the walls were 
amazing historical photographs, including one 
taken at the White House in the early 1920s, with 
attendees to the annual conference, along with 
President and Mrs. Harding.  Florence Harding was 
the first First Lady to have a college degree and 
was an AAUW member.  There was also the 
framed note from Marie Curie, thanking AAUW for 
the gram of radium that had been purchased by 
members to support her work.  It cost $100,000 in 
1920, and members raised more than $150,000! 
There is more of our fascinating history on the 
AAUW website. 

  So far the Nominating Committee has not been 
successful in finding any members willing to take 
on or share the job of Program Director for the next 
two-year term.  The job can be easily shared 
among two or more, dividing the responsibilities of 
finding speakers, hosting them on the day of the 
meeting, taking charge of refreshments, and 
organizing social events.  If no one will help, these 
things won’t take place!  Please consider helping in 
any way you can, and contact Carol Bernasconi 
with any questions.   
. By now there have been several meetings with the 
local group that is organizing the AAUW Start 
Smart workshop, a tool for women who are about to 
leave college and negotiate for their first career job.  
The group includes all the local AAUWs, the 
Women’s Resource Center, and the Cross College 
Alliance.  The workshop will take place March 30 in 
the morning, and be followed by a panel discussion 
on the Me Too movement.  More details will be 

forthcoming, and anyone who would like to 
volunteer to help that morning should get in touch 
with me.   

  Save the date for the annual AAUW Florida 
Leadership Conference, which will be taking place 
April 6&7 in Ocala.  Details can be found on the 
state website, aauw-fl.aauw.net, and will be printed 
in the next Florivision.  As it will begin on Saturday, 
some of us who are not morning people plan to 
drive there on Friday and spend an extra night.  
Anyone wishing to attend and carpool and/or share 
hotel rooms can get in touch with me to make those 
arrangements. 

   Diana Sells, President 

 

NATIONAL 
AAUW PUBLIC 
POLICY 
 

 Pass the Paycheck 
Fairness Act:      An 
AAUW Priority 

     

  On June 10, 1963 the Equal Pay Act was 
signed into law!  That was 56 years ago and 
women still earn significantly less than men, and 
minimum wage jobs seldom support today’s family.  
We need to keep telling our members of the 116th 
Congress: Cosponsor and Pass the Paycheck 
Fairness Act to help close the gender pay gap.   

  Our 2018—2019 AAUW National and 
Florida State Public Policy Timelines this year are 
stressing pay equity and fairness in compensation 
for all women of every ethnic background. 

   Beginning in August, 2018, they set a day 
in each month for Black, East Asian, Native 
American, Latina, White, etc.  They noted that on 
January 29, 2009 the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act 
was signed into law, but we are still behind.   

You can TAKE ACTION to contact your 
legislators by phone or letter to Pass the Paycheck 
Fairness Act, or do so through the AAUW ACTION 
NETWORK, which sends out regular e-mails to 
members.  On the state and national level, we need 
to also encourage our senators and representatives 
to increase the minimum wage for all workers.    

 
  Ora Jean Henry, Public Policy 
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AAUW ACTION NETWORK 

Join Two-Minute Activist Mobile 
today! 

Members of AAUW’s Action Network receive 
urgent e-mail notices when their advocacy is 
needed most and spring to action. Last year, 
Two-Minute Activists sent over 200,000 
messages to their members of Congress, 
ensuring our mission of gender equity was 
heard in the halls of power. 
 
Now, we are thrilled to announce the next step 
in AAUW advocacy: Two-Minute Activist 
Mobile. 
 
This exciting new tool will allow AAUW to send 
more timely and targeted communication 
straight to your cell phone via text message. 
That means we can provide you with more 
strategic opportunities to take action when your 
advocacy can make the difference. Sign up at 
the AAUW website. 
 
     Diana Sells 

 

 

New Fun Event Possibilities 

Two years ago the money raised from our 
Valentine Brunch fundraiser was sufficient to 
keep our operating expenses covered for this 
year.  It's time to start planning for one or more 
events that will cover next year's shortfall, as 
well as provide a fun social event for our 
members.  Carol Bernasconi has taken on the 
job of Fundraising Coordinator for next year, 
and would like to hear from you with ideas and 
offers of help.  She will need committee 
members, so please get in touch with her 
at mrsclbread@aol.com. Thank you! 

 

 

 

MONEY NEWS 

 

Older Women and Economic 
Insecurity Funding 
 

Older women in Sarasota face greater 
economic insecurity than men.  Nearly 40 
percent of Florida women live in households 
that are economically insecure.  Based solely 
on their own income, 67 percent women in 
Florida are economically insecure compared 
with 49 percent of men.   
 
Economic security, including pay equity and 
retirement security, is a primary focus of 
AAUW at the state and national level.  To 
effectively advocate for changes to laws, we 
need the ammunition provided by research.  
Mary Gatta has proposed research on 
Sarasota County that would provide the 
information we need.  The Community 
Foundation has agreed to match funds we 
provide to support this work.  
  
To fund this research would require that we re-
program funds. All the scholarships and 
projects we support with our philanthropy are 
valuable and important.  This research could 
affect many women.  I would like to request 
that AAUW Sarasota support this work with a  
grant of $3,000.  Please contact me with any 
questions.  Ellen Roche eroche9425@aol.com 
or 941 922 5737.    
      Ellen Roche   

  

  

 

      

 
     Diana Sells 

 
 

https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/
mailto:mrsclbread@aol.com
mailto:eroche9425@aol.com
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

   If any of the information in the Yearbook becomes inaccurate, please let someone from the 
Membership Committee know so we can get that information out to everyone in the Synthesis.  Be on 
the lookout for them in each issue. Thanks.      

   Whether you are a new member or have been a member for some time, membership likes to be 
sure you are connected to other members through outside interests and/or committees. And please 
let us know if you have a special interest you think others might share. Also let us know how we can 
get you more involved. There is a list of all officers and directors as well as interest group chairs on 
page 1 of your yearbook.  
       Membership Committee 
    Sue McGowan, Nancy Brennan, Anne Salamone, Joann 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS in 2019  
 
Sherry Penney 
5244 Bouchard Circle 
Sarasota, FL 34238 
941-993-1581 
Sherry.penney@umb.edu 
Albion College; Univ. of Mich; SUNY Albany; 
The Univ. at Albany 

 
Arline Leven 
7625 Windward Cove 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
941-321-0115 
tiglenox@aol.com 
Univ. of Michigan; Washington Univ. 

 

 
NEW MEMBER DETAILS  
 
 Arline Leven 
 
Arline Leven taught art history at Washington Univ. and was a curator in the University art gallery. 
She also taught briefly at SIU, Carbondale, Ill, and Berkshire Community College, Pittsfield, MA. After 
“retiring “ from teaching, she worked as a docent at: Clark Art  Institute, Williamstown, MA as well as 
at several historic houses in the Berkshires, including Freylinghausen- Morris house, Naumkeag, 
Chesterwood ( home of Daniel Chester French, sculptor of Lincoln Memorial), and Tanglewood. 
 
Since living in Sarasota, she has become “involved“ with Shakespeare, participating in and starting 
several Shakespeare reading groups in retirement communities. 

OTHER MEMBER NEWS 

Longtime member of the Sarasota Branch, Eileen Linxwiler, is no longer able to attend meetings. 
However, she would love to hear from her AAUW friends with a phone call or visit. Her phone number 
is 941-359-8483.  
 
Please let a member of the Membership Committee know of anyone who would appreciate receiving 
a card and/or a phone call. We will be sure to follow up; and we’ll also find out if there is anything we, 
as fellow members, can do to help. Thank you.  

mailto:tiglenox@aol.com
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ACADEMIC OLYMPICS 
 

    Another Successful Season 
 
 On Saturday, February 9, students from six high schools competed in the finals of Academic 
Olympics. It was a very close match. Riverview had 1 point more than Pine View at the end. (202 to 
201). An All Star team composed of students from Riverview, Pine View, Venice and Sarasota will 
compete in April in the state competition. 
 
 As you can see from the photos, the majority of students participating are female, a far cry 
from the earliest years. This trend has been steadily building over the last few years. 
 
 We owe a big thanks to the members from our branch who ran the program this year: Terry 
Butner, Laura Bagby, Fay Donaldson, Judy Leader, Eloise Malinsky, Mary Muller, Joan Nasser, 
Diana Sells, Kathy Schersten,  Maureen Simpson and Virginia Waring. 
 
 In the photos you see Diana Sells at the keyboard keeping score at the finals, the Riverview 
team with the trophy, and the students from all the schools who participated in Saturday’s finals. 

 
            Eloise Malinsky  
 

                     \ 
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ACADEMIC OLYMPICS (Continued) 
 
 
 
 

 

Members of the AO tea are from left: Julia Rohrbacher 
(captain),Blake Harper, Leah Radovich, Sadie Siegel, Emily 
Gipson, Aleks Droval, Teresa Sebastian. Also on the team: Elijah 
Hansen, Jamison Tucker, who missed the finals due to ACT 
testing. 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

HEADS UP FOR APRIL     

              

Ballet Enthusiasts. 

April 27 – Saturday at 2pm. Purchase your own tickets for the performance of GISELLE  at 
the Sarasota Opera House.  Optional early dinner after the Ballet at the Bijou Restaurant. Let 
Joann Flanigan know if you plan to stay for early dinner. Contact:  joannssota@verizon.net 

 

 

mailto:joannssota@verizon.net


Vol. MMXIX – Number 7           The Newsletter of the Sarasota Branch of the AAUW                MARCH 2019 
 
 

 
7 

AAUW Sarasota Branch 
Officers and Directors 2018 - 2019 

 
Officers 
President Diana Sells 
Vice President vacant  

Secretary Lois Fisch 
Treasurer Susan Serling 

 

Directors 
 Program 

 
Carol Bernasconi 

Membership Sue McGowan 
Public Policy Jean Henry 

Mary Muller 
Communications Dorothy Okray 

Sue Casey  
Education Programs Virginia Waring  
Nominations 
 
Past President 

Anne Salamone 
Delores Forsyth 
Ellen Roche 
 

Parliamentarian Mimi Welch 
Synthesis Editor Roz Lurie 
  

  

 
Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  

Visit the national AAUW website:  www.aauw.org to 
find out more about AAUW, blogging, tweeting, and 

follow the link to AAUW’s Facebook page 

 

 
Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230 
 

Access the Florida AAUW website:  
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net 

And the Sarasota branch website: 
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 

Branch email address: 
sarasota.aauw@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Deadline 

March 10th is the deadline for the 
April issue of the Synthesis.  Please 
submit either an email or attached 
Word document to me, Roz Lurie.  
Photos are appreciated.  I cannot 
edit a PDF file. 

Roz Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
mailto:sarasota.aauw@gmail.com
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CALENDAR 

 March 2019 

To place items in the Calendar, get in touch with Diana Sells by the 10th of March for the April 
newsletter: dsells55@yahoo.ca or 941-879-2294 

 
AAUW Board Meeting 
March 5 – Tuesday at 10 am. The AAUW Sarasota Board will meet at the Community Foundation at 2635 
Fruitville Rd. All members are welcome! Plan to join us for lunch afterwards. 
 
North County Neighborhood Group 
March 5 – Tuesday at 2 pm. Royal Tea by the Bay at Mote Marine Aquarium/Keating Center. Simply 
Gourmet’s menu of finger sandwiches, savories and sweets will be served along with Royal Tea. Price: $35, 
valet parking included. Be there by 1:30 pm. RSVP to Kathy Oarr by Fri, Feb 22nd. Email: dkoarr@gmail.com or 
phone: 941-351-7467. 
 
First Wednesday Bridge 
March 6 – Wednesday at 1:00 – Social bridge on the first Wednesday of the month. We meet in homes and 
welcome new members at all levels of play. Contact Maureen Firth at  
941- 358-6451 or firthent@yahoo.com. 
 
Play Reading 
March 14 - Thursday – 1:00.   Contact Nancy Brennan at nbrennan617@gmail.com 
 
Film Group 
March 14 – Thursday at 11am – Meet at the Selby Library in the 2nd floor conference room to discuss the 
chosen film, with optional lunch to follow. Members will be notified of the selected film by email one week prior 
to meeting. For information contact:  Sylvia Rosenfeld (sylros10@yahoo.com or 924-8603) or Kathy 
Schoenhals  (katevrs@gmail.com or 346-8161). New members are welcome. 
 
The North County Book Club 
March 19 – Tuesday at 11am.  The North County Book Group will meet at the North Sarasota Library. We will 
discuss The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Phillip Sendker and Kevin Willarty.  The discussion will be led by 
Rona Gahr. All members are invited to attend. Optional lunch following the meeting.  For more information 
contact Lois Fisch.  Call or text: 315-542-8720 or lfisch@utica.edu. 
 
Branch Meeting  
March 20 – Wed at 2:00.  Join us to hear our speaker, Carrie Seidman, and a chance to connect with your 
fellow members.  Bring a prospective new member, or anyone who might be interested in hearing about our 
work.  The public is always welcome. Optional lunch before the meeting at 11:45 am will be at Longhorn’s 
Steak House located in the Target shopping center at Fruitville and Honore. Please make a reservation with 
Joann Flanigan, joannssota@verizon.net. Or 941-315-0054 by noon Mon, Mar 18th. 
 
Gulf Gate Book Group 
March 26 – Tuesday at 11:30. The Gulf Gate Book Group will meet at the Gulf Gate Library.  An optional 
lunch at a nearby restaurant follows the meeting.  All branch members, wherever they live, are invited to 
join.  Contact  Sylvia Rosenfeld at sylros10@yahoo.com or Kathy Schoenhals at katevrs@gmail.com or 
Audrey Laue at sarafen@fastmail.us. 

 

 

 

mailto:dsells55@yahoo.ca
mailto:dkoarr@gmail.com
mailto:firthent@yahoo.com
mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:joannssota@verizon.net
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:sarafen@fastmail.us
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AAUW Sarasota cordially invites you to  

Celebrate Spring Luncheon on Saturday, May 4 – 11:30 

Music to be provided by Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort  

The Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort play music dating from the 14th century to 

the 21st century on recorders and viols. 

 

 

University Park Country Club 
7671 The Park Blvd. 

University Park, FL 34201 
941-359-2995 

 Keep the information above, and mail in the information below with your check payable to 
AAUW Sarasota.    

Name:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  
_____________________________________________________________________________  

Email:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check a box to select your entrée 

☐ Breast of Chicken à l ’Orange - Sautéed Breast of Chicken with Mandarin Oranges, Mango Chutney, Orange 
Liquor 

☐ Sole Française - Capers, Sundried Tomatoes & Lemon Butter Sauce 

Entrees served with Seasonal Vegetable Risotto & Farm Fresh Asparagus 

Basket of Warmed Rolls & Piped Butter on each table – plated dessert 
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Please list any dietary restrictions (Allergies, gluten free, dairy free, vegan, vegetarian etc. 
– the University Club will modify either entrée, or create an entrée to meet your dietary 
requirements) 

 

 

$35.00 per person (Cash bar available) - (Complete separate registration for each guest) 

 Mail completed registration(s) – Deadline April 26, 2019 - with your check payable to:  AAUW 
Sarasota  

Mail the completed registration(s) and check to: Carol Bernasconi, 5645 Cape Leyte Drive, 
Sarasota, FL  34242 

 
 


