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APRIL MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019 – 2:00 P.M. 

LOCATION: Community Foundation, 2635 Fruitville Road 

SPEAKER:  Roxie Jerde, President & CEO, Community Foundation 

 
   The upcoming AAUW Branch Meeting marks the end of the 2018-2019 

guest speaker season. Throughout these past months we have heard from a 
diverse group of women who have truly been making a difference in our 
community and beyond. What great ladies of achievement they all are. 
     The April meeting will feature a woman in whose "house" we actually 
meet. Roxie Jerde is the President and CEO of the Community Foundation 
of Sarasota County and has been since March, 2011. She works closely with 
Community Foundation donors, along with area nonprofits, businesses and 
foundations, to solve important issues affecting our community. 
     Under her leadership the Community Foundation has inspired philantropy 
across the region through The Giving Partner, as well as The Giving 
Challenge, which has raised more than $40 million for local causes over six 
challenges. Other initiatives that Roxie oversees include Season of Sharing, 
the Campaign for Grade Level Reading and EDExplore SRQ. Each program 

expands opportunities and ideas for everyone in the Sarasota Community. She also spearheads the Two 
Generational initiative which focuses on creating opportunities for and addressing needs of both vulnerable 
children and their parents together. These are just a smattering of her laudable achievements, considering she 
has only been serving as President and CEO since 2011.  
     Her amazing leadership successes have not gone unnoticed. She was honored as a 2014 "Woman in 
Power" by the National Council of Jewish Women- Sarasota/Manatee and as a 2015 "Woman of Light Award" 
from the Women's International Conference of Westcoast Center for Human Development. In 2018 the Girl 
Scouts of Gulfcoast Florida honored her as an Outstanding Leader and the Florida Bar Association has also 
honored Ms. Jerde with their Distinguished Service Award. 
     Our distinguished speaker made her way to Sarasota from Kansas City. She has a BBA in Marketing and 
Management from the University of Iowa, and a MBA in Finance and Organizational Behavior from the 
University of Missouri - Kansas City. While in Kansas City she served as Senior Vice President for Donor 
Relations and Education at the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation and had an 11 year career at 
Hallmark Cards. 
     Considering her numerous responsibilities and passionate community priorities, it is a wonder that Roxie 
has time for a personal life. However, she and her husband, Mike, are avid bicyclists who enjoy exploring the 
Sarasota community that they call home. Roxie enjoys spending time with family and friends, traveling and just 
relaxing with a good book. 
     Might we all agree that, since we will be meeting this woman of achievement in "her house", we, maybe, 
saved the best for last? Let's be at the Community Foundation on Wednesday, April 17th to hear so much 
more from Roxie. And let's visit with each other to celebrate our season that highlighted so many great ladies. 
 

                                               Carol Bernasconi, Program Director 

 
Synthesis 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER   
    APRIL, 2019 

 

  I’ve been looking at our endowments kept with 
the Community Foundation and have noticed 
that the Branch Scholarship Fund has not 
increased over the past few years, except for a 
few $25 donations from the branch when a 
member died, plus the legacy from Beverly 
Zimmer last year.  I matched that thought with 
the donation my husband makes each year to 
a scholarship fund in his mother’s name at a 
college where she had been on the board for 
many years.  Then I remembered that my kids 
never know what to do for us on various gift-
giving occasions, like Mother’s Day, and bingo! 
I realized I could ask them to make a donation 
to our Scholarship Fund in my name.  I then 
arranged with the Community Foundation to 
make it easy to do so online with a credit card.  
So, in the future, if you are in a similar position, 
think about telling your children how important 
AAUW is to you, and you would love it if they 
would make a donation of any size to the 
AAUW Sarasota Branch Scholarship Fund at 
www.cfsarasota.org. All they need to do is click 
on “Give Today’ and follow the instructions.   

 

   Diana Sells, President 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL 
AAUW PUBLIC 
POLICY 
 

 Women's History 
- Where Are You? 

 

March was Women's History Month -- 
Did You Notice? 

 
A study conducted in 2016 noted that women 
make up about 14% of the citations in U.S. 
history textbooks. Only nine of the 100 statues 
in the Capitol's statuary hall are women. Only 
three of the 152 monuments overseen by the 
National Park Service are of women, and none 
of the national memorials specifically honor 
women. Only 24 of the Fortune 500 chiefs are 
women. Until the fall of 2018, women made up 
20% of the 535 members of Congress. As 
Susan Whiting of the National Women's History 
Museum points out: because we don't learn 
about women in school, we don't miss them in 
our national parks, board rooms, the halls of 
congress or the White House. For the past two 
decades efforts have been made to construct a 
women's history museum on the National Mall. 
This project is long overdue. Concurrent with 
that, there must be a concerted effort to include 
women's history in our curriculum and 
textbooks. 
 
   Mary Muller, Public Policy 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  Thursday, APRIL 25TH  

North County Neighborhood Group is going 
to see Herrmann’s Royal Lippizan Stallions  
with lunch before the performance. If 
interested, for more details contact Sue 
Casey, 941-735-8324, or 
sshawcasey11@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.cfsarasota.org/
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EDUCATION UPDATE: 
 
Tech Trek:  In February, fourteen 7th grade 
students were interviewed by Branch 
members. This year there will be two camps, 
and 96 girls from all over the State of Florida 
will be chosen.  A tip of the hat to and thanks to 
Leiland Theriot who made all the 
arrangements, and to the those who 
volunteered:  Joan Nasser, Barbara Heistand, 
Bev Prechtel, Carol Bernasconi, June 
Benowitz, Anne Salamone, Susan Teel, Dee 
Forsyth, Eloise Malinsky and Virginia Waring.   
Now it is up to FL AAUW to make the final 
choices as to who will attend the two 
camps.    As soon as the names are 
announced, we'll keep you posted. 
 
NCCWSL:  Through the Norma Heeps Fund, 
four college women (two from New College 
and two from USFSM) will be attending the 
2019 National Conference for College Women 
Student Leaders held May 29 - June 1 at the 
University of Maryland College Park.  These 
students are very excited to be attending a 
national conference. 
 
Write-Read-Write:  Volunteers from our 
Branch have received a letter from a 3rd grade 
student, and they will be a "pen pal" with that 
student, as well as purchasing a book for that 
student.  Books will be collected at the March 
meeting and then will be delivered by the 
Sarasota school department to the classroom 
teacher.  One of the students wrote, "I love 
books that can help me learn."   

 
SAVE THE DATE: September 28th! 
 
Meet and Greet:  For college students who 
attended NCCWSL and middle school students 
who attended Tech Trek, their parents, and the 
teachers who nominated them. 
 The students will share photos and/or a 
PowerPoint presentation about their 
experiences at these AAUW events. 
 
 (continued in the next column) 

 
Saturday, September 28th, 10:30 a.m. 
Jack J. Geldbart Auditorium, Selby Public 
Library 
 
Thank you to all our members who support 
these educational programs. 
 
    Virginia Waring 

 

 
SUPPORT TECH TREK WHILE YOU SHOP! 

  
Anyone who shops at Amazon can support 
Tech Trek! Amazon has a charitable 
foundation that donates funds to registered 
501(c)(3) charities if shoppers make their 
purchases through smile.amazon.com.   
 
This is how it works:  Go 
to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on 
your computer or mobile device. Log in with 
your user name and go to pick your own 
charitable organization.  Type in AAUW Florida 
Supporting Foundation, Inc. (If you do not have 
an Amazon account, sign up for one and then 
choose the AAUW Florida Supporting 
Foundation as your charity.) Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of each 
eligible item you buy. Items eligible for 
donations are plainly marked on the Amazon 
website. Sales tax, gift wrap, rebates, shipping 
etc are NOT part of the purchase price and are 
not included in the donation amount. The next 
time you shop on Amazon, begin by logging 
into your account through smile.amazon.com. 
While 0.5% doesn’t sound like much, it adds up 
if you regularly shop through 
smile.amazon.com.  
 
 Ask your family and friends who shop on 
Amazon to visit smile.amazon.com and register 
the AAUW Florida Supporting Foundation as 
their charity of choice. 
     Ellen Roche 
  

  

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
http://smile.amazon.com/
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

   If any of the information in the Yearbook becomes inaccurate, please let someone from the 
Membership Committee know so we can get that information out to everyone in the Synthesis.  Be on 
the lookout for them in each issue. Thanks.      

   Whether you are a new member or have been a member for some time, membership likes to be 
sure you are connected to other members through outside interests and/or committees. And please 
let us know if you have a special interest you think others might share. Also let us know how we can 
get you more involved. There is a list of all officers and directors as well as interest group chairs on 
page 1 of your yearbook. 
 
Please let a member of the Membership Committee know of anyone who would appreciate receiving 
a card and/or a phone call. We will be sure to follow up; and we’ll also find out if there is anything we, 
as fellow members, can do to help. Thank you.   
       Membership Committee 
    Sue McGowan, Nancy Brennan, Anne Salamone, Joann  Flanigan
 
Please note these changes in your yearbook: 

Sherie Purcell’s new email is dillydilly26@yahoo.com. 

Sue Casey’s new email is aauwflcasey@gmail.com. 

 

 

North County Royal Tea Party 

Standing: Gayle, Barb, Sue, Gen. 
Seated:       Marlene, Kathy.  

mailto:dillydilly26@yahoo.com
mailto:aauwflcasey@gmail.com
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AAUW Sarasota Proposed Budget for 2019 - 2020 

                                                                    2018-2019                  2019-2020 

     Budget  Proposed 

EXPENSES    

Administrative (Officers)   

  Appreciation gifts (coffee mugs)   $              0   $    300 

  Conventions                 1000       1000 

  Copying        75                                      25 

  Insurance      530                      530 

  PO Box        80                  85 

  Postage        75                                      40 

  Remembrance                   100                                         100 

  Yearbook      150                       100 

  Total Administrative              $ 1960                               $2180 

 

Communications        

  Synthesis     $   50         100 

  Web design & maintenance      125                   0 

  Total Communications  $                175    $  100 

 

Education        $  200         250 

 

Membership       

  Brochures     $    75        225 

  New member packets                          0          50 

  Member longevity/new member 

  recognition        100              100 

  Total Membership     $ 175                 $  375 

 

Programs       

  Hospitality       $  100        $              100 

  Speaker gifts         150                     150 

  Total Programs    $  250               $    250 

   

Public Policy           50                $     50 

 

 Total Expenses                  $2810                               $ 3205 
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Budget (continued) 

2018-2019                 2019-2020 

Budget                      Proposed 

INCOME     

Dues         $1350                                    $1400 

Fundraising          1150                                      1500 

Luncheons            300              300 

Name badges              10                  5 

Needed Carryover               0                          0 

Total Income        $2810          $3205 

 

Committee:  Carol Bernasconi, Sue Casey, Lois Fisch, Sue McGowan, Diana Sells, Virginia Waring, 

                     Susan Serling (Chair) 

 

 
 

Members taking the Newtown Trolley Tour 

 

 

 

From left: Sue McGowan, Carol 
Bernasconi, Diana Sells, Vicki Oldham, 
Jean Henry, Janet Mahler, Jocelyn 
Baskey 
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AAUW Sarasota Branch 
Officers and Directors 2018 - 2019 

 
Officers 
President Diana Sells 
Vice President Lois Fisch 

Secretary Lois Fisch 
Treasurer Susan Serling 

 

Directors 
 Program 

 
Carol Bernasconi 

Membership Sue McGowan 
Public Policy Jean Henry 

Mary Muller 
Communications Dorothy Okray 

Sue Casey  
Education Programs Virginia Waring  
Nominations 
 
Past President 

Anne Salamone 
Delores Forsyth 
Ellen Roche 
 

Parliamentarian Mimi Welch 
Synthesis Editor Roz Lurie 
  

  

 
Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  

Visit the national AAUW website:  www.aauw.org to 
find out more about AAUW, blogging, tweeting, and 

follow the link to AAUW’s Facebook page 

 

 
Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230 
 

Access the Florida AAUW website:  
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net 

And the Sarasota branch website: 
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 

Branch email address: 
sarasota.aauw@gmail.com 

 
 

Deadline 

April 10th is the deadline for the 
May issue of the Synthesis.  Please 
submit either an email or attached 
Word document to me, Roz Lurie.  
Photos are appreciated.  I cannot 
edit a PDF file. 

Roz Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
mailto:sarasota.aauw@gmail.com


Vol. MMXIX - Number 8           The Newsletter of the Sarasota Branch of the AAUW                APRIL 2019 
 

 
8 

 

CALENDAR -  APRIL 2019 
To place items in the Calendar, get in touch with Diana Sells by the 10th of April for the May 

newsletter: dsells55@yahoo.ca or 941-879-2294 
 
AAUW Board Meeting 
April 2– Tuesday at 10 am. The AAUW Sarasota Board will meet at the Community Foundation at 2635 
Fruitville Rd. All members are welcome! Plan to join us for lunch afterwards. 
 
First Wednesday Bridge 
April 3 – Wednesday at 1:00 – Social bridge on the first Wednesday of the month. We meet in homes and 
welcome new members at all levels of play. Contact Maureen Firth at 941- 358-6451 or firthent@yahoo.com. 
 
Play Reading 
April 10 - Wednesday – 1:00.   Contact Nancy Brennan at nbrennan617@gmail.com 
 
Film Group 
April 11 – Thursday at 11am – Meet at the Selby Library in the 2nd floor conference room to discuss the 
chosen film, with optional lunch to follow. Members will be notified of the selected film by email one week prior 
to meeting. For information contact:  Sylvia Rosenfeld (sylros10@yahoo.com or 924-8603) or Kathy 
Schoenhals  (katevrs@gmail.com or 346-8161). New members are welcome. 
 
The North County Book Club 
April 16 – Tuesday at 11am.  The North County Book Group will meet at the North Sarasota Library. We will 
discuss A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.  The discussion will be led by Kathy Oarr. All members are 
invited to attend. Optional lunch following the meeting.  For more information contact Lois Fisch.  Call or text: 
315-542-8720 or lfisch@utica.edu. 
 
Branch Meeting  
April 17 – Wed at 2:00.  Join us to hear our speaker Roxie Jerde and a chance to connect with your fellow 
members.  Bring a prospective new member, or anyone who might be interested in hearing about our work.  
The public is always welcome. Optional lunch before the meeting at 11:30 am will be at PF Chang’s, located at 
the corner of Osprey and Mound. Please make a reservation with Joann Flanigan, joannssota@verizon.net. Or 
941-315-0054 by noon Tues, April 16th. 
 
Gulf Gate Book Group 
Apr 23 – Tuesday at 11:30. The Gulf Gate Book Group will meet at the Gulf Gate Library. Janet Mahler will 
lead the discussion of A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.  An optional lunch at a nearby restaurant 
follows the meeting.  All branch members, wherever they live, are invited to join.  Contact  Sylvia Rosenfeld at 
sylros10@yahoo.com or Kathy Schoenhals at katevrs@gmail.com or Audrey Laue at sarafen@fastmail.us. 

 

North County Neighborhood Group 

Apr 25 – Thursday at noon. North County Neighborhood Group is going to see Herrmann’s Royal Lippizan 
Stallions  with lunch before the performance. If interested, for more details contact Sue Casey, 941-735-8324, 
or sshawcasey11@gmail.com. 

. 

Ballet Enthusiasts. 

April 27 – Saturday at 2pm. Purchase your own tickets for the performance of GISELLE  at the Sarasota 
Opera House.  Optional early dinner after the Ballet at the Bijou Restaurant. Let Joann Flanigan know if you 
plan to stay for early dinner. Contact:  joannssota@verizon.net 

 

mailto:dsells55@yahoo.ca
mailto:firthent@yahoo.com
mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:joannssota@verizon.net
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:sarafen@fastmail.us
mailto:sshawcasey11@gmail.com
mailto:joannssota@verizon.net
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Celebrate Spring Luncheon on Saturday, May 4 – 11:30 

Music to be provided by Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort  

The Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort play music dating from the 14th century to 

the 21st century on recorders and viols. 

 

 

University Park Country Club 
7671 The Park Blvd. 

University Park, FL 34201 
941-359-2995 

 Keep the information above, and mail in the information below with your check payable to 
AAUW Sarasota.    

Name:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  
_____________________________________________________________________________  

Email:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check a box to select your entrée 

☐ Breast of Chicken à l ’Orange - Sautéed Breast of Chicken with Mandarin Oranges, Mango Chutney, Orange 
Liquor 

☐ Sole Française - Capers, Sundried Tomatoes & Lemon Butter Sauce 

Entrees served with Seasonal Vegetable Risotto & Farm Fresh Asparagus 

Basket of Warmed Rolls & Piped Butter on each table – plated dessert 

Please list any dietary restrictions (Allergies, gluten free, dairy free, vegan, vegetarian etc. 
– the University Club will modify either entrée, or create an entrée to meet your dietary 
requirements) 

 

 

$35.00 per person (Cash bar available) - (Complete separate registration for each guest) 

 Mail completed registration(s) – Deadline April 26, 2019 - with your check payable to:  AAUW 
Sarasota  

Mail the completed registration(s) and check to: Carol Bernasconi, 5645 Cape Leyte Drive, 
Sarasota, FL  34242 

 


