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SPRING LUNCHEON 

SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2019 

REGISTRATION: 11:30 AM 

  LUNCH: NOON 

LOCATION: University Park Country Club, 

7671 Park Blvd, University Park, FL 

 

ENTERTAINMENT: 

SARASOTA EARLYE MUSICKE CONSORT RECORDER ENSEMBLE     
 
 

    
 

The Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort, founded in 1994 by 
Lynelle Williams, plays music from 15th – 21st century on 
modern instruments modeled after the antique recorders and 
viola de gambas of the Renaissance and Baroque years.  
Members, who have a diverse background of professions, 
wear period costumes.  They are seniors who have many 
years of experience playing all the different sizes of 
recorders.  This volunteer group is united by their love of 
playing music in a musical ensemble. 

 
 The music played represents music from the 1300s to music currently being 
composed for recorder groups. Programs presented by the Consort are varied, and 
descriptions of the instruments and commentary about the music are shared at each 
performance. In 2009, Charlotte Trautwein, who is a retired music professor from North 
Dakota State University, became the music director for the ensemble.   
 
Please come to the Spring Luncheon and enjoy this wonderful musical group, as well 
as an excellent lunch and the camaraderie of friends.  
 

The reservation form for the luncheon is on the last page of this newsletter. 
 
                     Roz Lurie 

 
Synthesis 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER   
    MAY, 2019 

 

First of all, I want to thank Roz Lurie, the wonderful 
member who produces our newsletter.  She puts up 
with my last-minute additions, knows how to add 
photos  and produces magic each month.  She has 
been doing this for a few years now, and deserves 
our heartfelt thanks! 

I also want to thank the hard-working Board 
members who make things happen.  Some are 
leaving the Board this year – Carol Bernasconi, 
Virginia Waring, Anne Salamone, and Dee Forsyth.  
Susan Serling is staying on as Treasurer in order to 
smooth the way for the new Assistant Treasurer, 
Jackie Zukley, and Lois Fisch is moving from 
Secretary to Vice-President.  My thanks to all of 
them, and to the members staying on for another 
year – it is truly fun to attend Board meetings, and 
to have lunch together after.  We do a lot of 
laughing and generously share ideas and help. 

This past weekend I attended the Florida state 
Leadership Conference and Annual General 
Meeting in Ocala.  Ellen Roche, who is the 
Development Chair on the state board, and Sue 
Casey and I drove together, and on the way there 
(the car ride took about 2 hours longer than it 
should have – thank you, I75 traffic!) talked over 
AAUW issues, and on the way back talked about all 
the wonderful ideas we picked up from other 
branches.  You can read Sue’s report below.  I was 
surprised to realize that we are one of the few, or 
maybe even the only, branch that has a free, 
reliable place to hold our meetings.  And our 
endowments enable us to do a lot of wonderful 
things without having to worry about major 
fundraising.  We are so lucky to have had members 

whose thoughtful acts of generosity are ensuring 
that our work can continue in perpetuity. 

Our 2019-2020 year will begin in September, with 
the theme of celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the passage of the 19th Amendment, a milestone 
for women’s rights. Thank you for supporting 
AAUW in the seemingly endless fight for gender 
equity. 

   Diana Sells, President 

 

Start Smart - Know Your Worth! 
 
On Saturday, March 30, 17 enthusiastic women 
took part in the AAUW Start Smart workshop 
sponsored by the four local AAUW's, the Women's 
Resource Center, and the Cross College 
Alliance.  Members from our branch, Diana Sells, 
Sue Casey, and Lois Fisch were on the organizing 
committee, and we provided advertising, 
volunteers, and financial support for supplies.  The 
workshop took place on the Ringling College 
campus, and the participants were an interesting 
mix of college seniors and a few older women 
looking to improve their working situation.  The 
morning, which included a panel discussion on 
gender issues in the workplace, was so well-
received that further workshops are 
planned.  Thanks go especially to Judy Griffin, 
President of AAUW Bradenton, and Ashley Brown, 
CEO of the Women's Resource Center for 
spearheading the workshop.  
 
AAUW also provides the Work Smart workshop for 
women looking to return to work, and they would 
like all AAUW members to take the free online 
version at:   https://salary.aauw.org/work-smart/ .  
Going through the process yourself will prepare you 
to explain to anyone you tell about it how it can help 
them earn more money over their lifetime, plus, if 
100,000  users sign up by August 24, a grant of 
$500,000 from the Coca Cola Foundation will be 
awarded to AAUW. So please sign up!  It takes 
about an hour, and you can stop at any time and 
finish it later. The negotiating skills it teaches might 
also help give you a better deal with your cable 
service provider! 
 

    Diana Sells 
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NATIONAL 
AAUW PUBLIC 
POLICY 
 

 AAUW 
Scholarship  

     Recipients 

 

We applaud this year’s AAUW Scholarship 
Recipients and have invited them to attend our 
April 17th monthly meeting. They are the 
following young women: 

Frances Bermudez 
 College/ University: University of 

Missouri 
 Program of Study: Master's in Public 

Affairs  
 
Felicia Phillips 

 College/ University: State College of 
Florida 

 Program of Study: Bachelor’s in Nursing 
  
Heidi Werther 

 College/ University: Keiser University - 
Sarasota 

 Program of Study: Bachelor’s in Nursing 
 
   Mary Muller, Public Policy 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

EDUCATION UPDATE: 

 TECH TREK NEWS 
 
Leiland Theriot has been coordinating the 
efforts for our Tech Trek campers for June 
2019 (Thank you, Leiland!).  Tech Trek is a 
fun-filled summer camp experience for 7th 
grade girls with a strong emphasis on STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math). 
 
By the numbers:      
 We had 26 students from 7 schools 
nominated, with 14 completing the application. 
Each of those students was interviewed  by our 
branch volunteers. 
 
Thanks go to our wonderful interview 
volunteers: June Benowitz, Carol Bernasconi, 
Dee Forsyth, Barbara Herstand, Eloise 
Malinsky, Joan Nasser, Bev Prechtel, Anne 
Salamone, and Susan Teel. It was so 
wonderful to meet so many intelligent, poised, 
and inspiring young women. Our volunteers left 
the interview sessions uplifted. 
 
Each student is ranked and the rankings are 
sent to Susan Holtschuh, Florida coordinator 
for Tech Trek, for review. There are 96 spots 
available for all of Florida.  This summer 
Florida Tech Trek will have two camps held in 
mid-June, one at Florida Atlantic University in 
Jupiter and one at Stetson University in 
Deland. 
 
The results are in!  8 girls from our applicants 
have been accepted to attend camp: 
 
Tavia Lynn Booth - Incarnation Catholic School 
Melia Haddock - Booker Middle School 
Lynzee Miller - Sarasota School of Arts &  
   Sciences 
Hayley Peace - Pine View School 
Sanjana Prakash - Pine View School 
Cora Thayer - Incarnation Catholic School 
Else Weinstein (Ellingstad) - Sarasota School  
   of Arts & Sciences 
Miranda Grey Yax - Sarasota School of Arts &  
    Sciences 

 Please remember to vote in the 

National elections this month - the 
deadline is May 14.  You should have 

received ballot information by email 
around April 1.  All votes are important 
as a quorum is needed for the results 

to be official.   
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TECH TREK (CONTINUED) 
 
The cost of camp for each student is 
approximately $1,100.  $50 is paid by each 
camper's family.  Our branch has contributed 
approximately $6,400 to Tech Trek this year. 
 
New this year:  As a joint venture with AAUW 
Venice, our six girls who have not been 
accepted to attend camp and those from 
Venice will be invited to a "Mote Marine" day-
trip experience in June.  They will have a 
personalized tour of Mote, a talk with a 
scientist, and a trip into the Bay where they will 
have a "hands-on" experience. We hope this is 
a mini-STEM experience for these students. 
 
Thank you to all members for their continued 
strong support of Tech Trek. 
    Virginia Waring 
 
P.S. A big thank you to Eloise Malinsky, and all 
the members of our branch (and one non-
member!) who rose to her challenge for Tech 
Trek.  $4085 was raised from 37 individuals, 
which, added to the $2400 that came from the 
Norma Heeps Fund, totaled $6485, a big 
increase from the $5000 given last year! Well 
done, everyone!!  
.    Diana Sells 
 

AAUW Leadership Conference 
 
All Roads Lead to Equity – that was the theme 
of the AAUW Florida Leadership Conference.   
Sue Casey, Ellen Roche and Diana Sells 
attended and the conference promise of 
practical, useful information, was not an 
understatement. 

 

The conference opening presentation by Mary 
Gatta on the economic security of women was 
“eye-opening.”  While her research was 
specific to Hispanic Women, it included 
statistics on how black, white and Hispanic 
women fare in comparison to men of the same 
background, from the least educated to the 

most educated.  For me it was proof positive 
that equality thy name isn’t women.  It was a 
reminder that “our voice is our future.” 

 

Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning gave 
us an opportunity to choose among multiple 
workshops, each taught by members from 
various AAUW branches.  From fund raising, 
“the electronic highway,” social science 
research, supporting Tech Trek, equality pay, 
to Work Smart – the topics were varied and 
offered us great ideas to grow our branch.   We 
attended different workshops and then shared 
the information on our ride home – each of us 
agreed it was “good stuff” and that we  bring 
our new ideas to the branch.    

    Sue Casey 

 

SUMMER SIZZLERS 

 

Summer is almost here and with that, the 
return of Summer Sizzlers!  As with past years, 
we will have five or six offerings again and you 
will have an opportunity to sign up for receiving 
e-mails about the dates and times.  You will 
then be notified when dates are firmed up.  
Those of you who have attended one or more 
of the programs in the past know how much 
fun we have, and I hope that our new members 
will join us this year.  If you were unable to 
attend the  branch meeting to sign up for the 
outings, just send me an e-mail at 
dkoarr@gmail.com , and you will be put on the 
mailing list. 

 
    Kathy Oarr 
 
 

 

 

  

 

We are sorry to announce the death this 
spring of Mary Lou Paul, one of our 
honorary members.  Our condolences to her 
family  

 

mailto:dkoarr@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Welcome new members: 

Bell, Laura   941-350-0021   Wetterlin, Rebecca      480-381-3952 
5045 Silk Oak Drive  laurabellsell@gmail.com 510 Howard Ct.      rwetterlin@yahoo.com  
Sarasota, FL 34243      Sarasota, FL 34236 
Manatee C.C., State College of Florida   Univ. of Minn; Boalt Hall School of Law U. Cal. 
 
Griffin, Paula   941-921-1847 
5062 Timber Chase Way pygriff@gmail.com 
Sarasota, FL 34238 
SUNY; Pepperdine 
 
Have there been any changes in your contact information that we should know about??? 

 Is your address different from the directory listing?  

 Is the phone number you prefer to be contacted by different from your directory listing? 

 Is there a change in your email address? 

 Would you prefer to have your name appear differently from the directory listing? 
If you answer YES to any of these questions, or if there is any change in your contact information between now 
and June 15, then we need to hear from you to correct the listing and to be sure you are receiving everything 
you should be. Send along any changes to Membership: Sue McGowan, at suemcg4802@gmail.com. We 
want the next directory to reflect those changes and be as up to date as possible . Thank you!  

 Membership Committee: Sue McGowan, Nancy Brennan, Anne Salamone, Joann  Flanigan
 
NEW MEMBER BIOS 
 
Laura Bell 
 
Laura was born in Charlotte, North Carolina. At the time, Charlotte Presbyterian Hospital was the closest 
hospital to Lake Wylie, South Carolina, which is where her parents lived. When she was a baby, she moved to 
Clarksdale, Mississippi, her father’s hometown, for three years and then moved to Nokomis in 1986. She 
graduated from Venice High School in 1999 and attended Manatee Community College. While attending 
college she was granted an AAUW scholarship which is what inspired her to join the organization. She 
received her Florida Real Estate License in 2003 and has worked in corporate real estate, property 
management, and new construction. She is also a Neora Independent Brand Distributor. 
 
When not working with customers to invest, sell, or buy their dream home, Laura enjoys spending time with her 
family. They love camping, watching their children play baseball games, ice skating, and all of the activities our 
beautiful Gulf Coast has to offer. 
 
Paula Yardley Griffin 
 
Paula holds a BA in English from SUNY at Buffalo, and an MS in Organization Development from Pepperdine 
University. Before retirement, she worked as a consultant and facilitator across the US, focusing on sales, 
management, quality and process improvement. She edited a national newsletter for consultants, and co-
edited a textbook on the field of organization development. 
 
Paula has been a resident of Sarasota full time since 2009, and part time since 2002. She and her husband 
Doug have two children and five grandchildren. They say they moved south by inches from Toronto to Buffalo, 
Poughkeepsie, Irvington, NY, Allentown, PA, Siesta Key, and finally… Palmer Ranch. Locally, Paula is a  

mailto:laurabellsell@gmail.com
mailto:rwetterlin@yahoo.com
mailto:pygriff@gmail.com
mailto:suemcg4802@gmail.com
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Paula Yardley Griffin (continued) 
 
member/volunteer with Selby Gardens, Sarasota Audubon Society, SPARCC, Women’s Resource Center, 
ENCORE, and Turtle Rock Women’s Club. 
 
Sherry Penney 
 
Sherry spent most of her professional career in higher education administrative positions, some of which 
include Associate Provost at Yale, the first female Vice Chancellor in the system offices of  SUNY (State 
University of New York), and Chancellor/President of the University of Massachusetts’s doctoral granting 
campus in Boston. 
 
She taught history courses at Union College, Yale, SUNY Albany, and University of MA Boston. After retiring 
as Chancellor of the Boston campus, she taught in the business school there for over a decade before retiring 
as Professor Emeritus in 2016. Also she has served on multiple boards, authored or co-authored three books, 
and numerous articles in professional journals.  Now she is a member of the Yale Club of the Suncoast and 
joined the Compeer Board in Sarasota.  
 
Sherry and her husband, Jim Livingston, became Florida residents in 2018 and they enjoy theater, opera, 
symphony, and are both supporters of social justice. 
          Liz Smith and Sue Ritchey 

Honoring Eileen Linxwiler 

We are both thankful and honored to have in our branch, a woman who has served AAUW, at both the local 
and state levels for 70 years – she joined in 1949!  National AAUW is recognizing her longevity and 
commitment with a Certificate of Achievement for 70 years of Valuable Membership, which was presented at 
our April branch meeting. 
 
Along with the certificate was a letter, with this quote: “Please accept our sincere gratitude for your outstanding 
commitment and ongoing support of our mission to advance gender equity for women and girls, and our hope 
that it is a daily reminder to you and your family and friends of your unwavering commitment to empowering 
women and girls.”         Susan McGowan 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Those of you who have access to email should have received an email from memberinfo@aauw.org with an 
invoice for your dues for the upcoming fiscal year.  If you have not already done so, please read that email to 
see the online option for renewing your membership and paying your dues. 

For those members who do not have email access or who prefer to renew by mail, there is a renewal form with 
all the necessary information printed in this issue of the Synthesis following this article. 

If you have any questions, please contact either one of us. 

Sue McGowan, Membership Chair           Susan Serling, Treasurer 

P.S. Please do NOT go to the AAUW website to renew your membership.  The Invoice is designed to 
eliminate the need for going there, and your name will already be associated with your member ID 
and branch on the invoice. 
P.P.S. If you have already renewed your membership for 2019-2020, you can happily ignore the 
email invoice and any further communication on this subject.  

mailto:memberinfo@aauw.org
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AAUW Sarasota Membership Renewal Form 
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

 
N IN THE YEARBOOK 

 
 
 

 

Name: (Last, First)___________________________________Usually called:________________ 
 
Update address, phone or email below: 

 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________ Email________________________________________ 
 
If Dual Member, Name and Location (City and State) of Primary Branch: 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INDICATE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY: 

___ Regular Membership   $85 (Nat’l $59, State $12, Branch $14) 
___ Dual Membership   $26 (State $12, Branch $14) 
___ Dual Membership (FL Branch)  $14 (Local Branch $14) 
___ Life Membership    $26 (State $12, Branch $14) 
___ Honorary     $0 
 
($56 of your dues is deductible as a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes.) 
 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: AAUW SARASOTA 

 
MAIL TO:  AAUW Sarasota 

PO Box 3554  
Sarasota, FL 34230-3554 

 

NOTE:  Dues must be received by June 15th  to guarantee inclusion in the yearbook. 

 

RAFFLE FOR FREE MEMBERSHIP 

National AAUW has given our chapter two free national memberships this year. National dues are $59. 

State and local dues will still be required ($26). A raffle was held at the branch meeting to award them to two lucky 

Members.  

For the May 
Newsletter-- 

For the May 
Newsletter-- 

Use this form ONLY if you are NOT renewing using the invoice 
emailed to you by memberinfo@aauw.org. 
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AAUW Sarasota Branch 
Officers and Directors 2018 - 2019 

 
Officers 
President Diana Sells 
Vice President Lois Fisch 

Secretary Lois Fisch 
Treasurer Susan Serling 

 

Directors 
 Program 

 
Carol Bernasconi 

Membership Sue McGowan 
Public Policy Jean Henry 

Mary Muller 
Communications Dorothy Okray 

Sue Casey  
Education Programs Virginia Waring  
Nominations 
 
Past President 

Anne Salamone 
Delores Forsyth 
Ellen Roche 
 

Parliamentarian Mimi Welch 
Synthesis Editor Roz Lurie 
  

  

 
Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  

Visit the national AAUW website:  www.aauw.org to 
find out more about AAUW, blogging, tweeting, and 

follow the link to AAUW’s Facebook page 

 

 
Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230 
 

Access the Florida AAUW website:  
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net 

And the Sarasota branch website: 
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 

Branch email address: 
sarasota.aauw@gmail.com 

 
 

Deadline 

August 10th is the deadline for the 
September issue of the Synthesis.  
Please submit either an email or 
attached Word document to me, 
Roz Lurie.  Photos are appreciated.  
I cannot edit a PDF file. 

Roz Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
mailto:sarasota.aauw@gmail.com
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CALENDAR -   MAY 2019 

To place items in the Calendar, get in touch with Diana Sells by the 10th of August for the September 
newsletter: dsells55@yahoo.ca or 941-879-2294 

 
NOTE: North County Neighborhood Group 

Apr 25 – Thursday at noon.  Herrmann’s Royal Lippizan Stallions: Leave Sarasota area at noon and 
head to Stottlemyer’s Smoke House (www.stottlemyerssmokehouse.com ) for lunch and then to the 
farm for the show. $5 minimum donation + cost of lunch. For more details, contact Sue Casey, 941-
735-8324, or sshawcasey11@gmail.com. 

 
First Wednesday Bridge 
May 1 – Wednesday at 1:00 – Social bridge on the first Wednesday of the month. We meet in 
homes and welcome new members at all levels of play. Contact Maureen Firth at 941- 358-6451 or 
firthent@yahoo.com. 
 
Spring Luncheon 
May 4 – Saturday at 12:00 noon – See article on page 1; reservation form on last page of Synthesis. 
 
AAUW Board Meeting 
May 7 – Tuesday at 10 am. The AAUW Sarasota Board will meet at the Community Foundation at 
2635 Fruitville Rd. All members are welcome! Plan to join us for lunch afterwards. 
 
Film Group 
May 9 – Thursday at 11am – Meet at the Selby Library in the 2nd floor conference room to discuss 
the chosen film, with optional lunch to follow. Members will be notified of the selected film by email 
one week prior to meeting. For information contact:  Sylvia Rosenfeld (sylros10@yahoo.com or 924-
8603) or Kathy Schoenhals  (katevrs@gmail.com or 346-8161). New members are welcome. 
 
Gulf Gate Book Group 
May 14 – Tuesday at 11:30. The Gulf Gate Book Group will meet at the Gulf Gate Library. Carol 
Bernasconi will lead the discussion of Woman in the Window by A.T.Finn.  An optional lunch at a 
nearby restaurant follows the meeting.  All branch members, wherever they live, are invited to 
join.  Contact  Sylvia Rosenfeld at sylros10@yahoo.com or Kathy Schoenhals at katevrs@gmail.com 
or Audrey Laue at sarafen@fastmail.us. 

PLEASE NOTE: This date is 2 weeks earlier than the group’s usual meeting date.  

 
The North County Book Club 
May 21 – Tuesday at 11am.  The North County Book Group will meet at the North Sarasota Library. 
The discussion of A Piece of the World: A Novel by Christine Baker Kline will be led by Anne Hanton. 
All members are invited to attend. Optional lunch following the meeting.  For more information contact 
Lois Fisch.  Call or text: 315-542-8720 or lfisch@utica.edu. 
 
JUNE:   The North County Book Club 

June 18 – Tuesday at 11 am.  Meet at the North Sarasota Library. Rona Gahr will lead a discussion 
of The President Is Missing by Bill Clinton and James Patterson.  Optional lunch after the meeting. 
Contact: Lois Fisch at 315-542-8720 or lfisch@utica.edu  

mailto:dsells55@yahoo.ca
http://www.stottlemyerssmokehouse.com/
mailto:sshawcasey11@gmail.com
mailto:firthent@yahoo.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:sarafen@fastmail.us
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
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Celebrate Spring Luncheon on Saturday, May 4 – 11:30 

Music to be provided by Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort  

The Sarasota Earlye Musicke Consort play music dating from the 14th century to 

the 21st century on recorders and viols. 

 

 

University Park Country Club 
7671 The Park Blvd. 

University Park, FL 34201 
941-359-2995 

 Keep the information above, and mail in the information below with your check payable to 
AAUW Sarasota.    

Name:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  
_____________________________________________________________________________  

Email:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check a box to select your entrée 

☐ Breast of Chicken à l ’Orange - Sautéed Breast of Chicken with Mandarin Oranges, Mango Chutney, Orange 
Liquor 

☐ Sole Française - Capers, Sundried Tomatoes & Lemon Butter Sauce 

Entrees served with Seasonal Vegetable Risotto & Farm Fresh Asparagus 

Basket of Warmed Rolls & Piped Butter on each table – plated dessert 

Please list any dietary restrictions (Allergies, gluten free, dairy free, vegan, vegetarian etc. 
– the University Club will modify either entrée, or create an entrée to meet your dietary 
requirements) 

 

 

$35.00 per person (Cash bar available) - (Complete separate registration for each guest) 

 Mail completed registration(s) – Deadline April 26, 2019 - with your check payable to:  AAUW 
Sarasota  

Mail the completed registration(s) and check to: Carol Bernasconi, 5645 Cape Leyte Drive, 
Sarasota, FL  34242 

 


