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OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2019 
MEETING: 2:00 pm 

LOCATION: Community Foundation, 2635 Fruitville Road 
SPEAKERS:   Kate Alexander, Director of The Suffragist Project and Director of 50 Plays and  

     Founder of the FST Theatre School 
         Meg Gilbert, Assistant Director of the Suffragist Project, Florida Studio Theater  

 

                                                               
   Kate Alexander          Meg Gilbert 
 
 
We continue our celebration of the centenary of Woman's Right to Vote at our October meeting with a 
presentation on the exciting and innovative The Suffragist Project. Ms. Alexander and Ms. Gilbert will 
be joined by stellar actresses Carolyn Michel (incl. Broadway, Asolo Theatre, FST, West Coast Black 
Theatre) and Ariel Blue (West Coast Black Theatre). 
 
Anchoring The Suffragist Project, FST is engaging a diverse group of some of its own most-
accomplished artists to gather speeches from throughout history on women’s suffrage, female 
empowerment, and social change. The Suffragist Project will culminate in the summer of 2020 with 
public performance of Dangerous Ladies, an original docudrama by FST featuring real life moments 
from throughout history.  An adaptation of this presentation will then tour middle and high schools in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties as part of FST’s Historically Speaking program, inspiring local 
students to write their own plays about women’s suffrage and the fight for equal rights.     
 
Florida Studio Theatre is also commissioning four playwrights to create four brand new plays inspired 
by the fight for the woman’s right to vote, that will be presented in August of 2022.  From the 
classroom to the spotlight, Florida Studio Theatre is proud to lead the charge in celebration of this 
centennial anniversary that changed America. 
 
            Judy Bielman 
 

 

 

 
Synthesis 
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More Information on October’s Speakers 
 
MS. KATE ALEXANDER (picture above) ministers to the artistic needs of the FST theatre and its 
many community and state educational programs: she founded the FST Theatre School and 
pioneered the acting training method for children which serves as its foundation. In addition, she co-
developed the award-winning WRITE A PLAY program which touches the lives of more than 55,000 
children annually. She has directed more than 50 shows, including Straight White Men, His Eye is in 
The Sparrow, Always Patsy  Cline,  Alabama Story; Over The River and Through The Woods; 
Chapatti; Dancing Lessons; Becoming Dr. Ruth; Freud’s Last Session; Thurgood; South Beach 
Babylon; The Columnist; Talley’s Folly; Jericho; Next Fall; The Savannah Disputation; Ghost-Writer, 
The Exonerated and Brooklyn Boy. She also oversees the Forums program that presents community 
dialogues about the plays.  As resident actress, she performed leading roles in many plays including 
Taking Shakespeare, Golda’s Balcony, Master Class and The Occupant.  Most recently, she directed 
The Things They Carried for the Logan Theatre Festival in Washington, DC. Ms. Alexander is the 
recipient of numerous acting, directing and public service awards. She co-authored the book Ideas for 
the Animated Short: Finding and Building Stories which now has a second edition available.   The 
Suffragist Project: Honoring the 100th Anniversary of the Woman’s Right to Vote is her current 
program weaving over 50 organizations in this celebratory, community effort. 
 
 

  CAROLYN MICHEL has appeared on Broadway with Sid Caesar in “Sid 
Caesar & Company.” She has been a resident actor at the Asolo Repertory 
Theatre for 24 seasons. At Florida Studio Theatre, she appeared in five one-
woman plays: all five characters in Family Secrets; Rose in Rose; Dorothy 
Parker: One Foot in Scarsdale; Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the 
Universe; Ann Landers in Lady With All the Answers. Some Asolo roles 
include: Silda, Other Desert Cities; Kate, Broadway Bound; Becky Felderman 
in Morningstar; Miss Moffat, The Corn is Green; Maggie, Hobson’s Choice; 
Marjorie Taub, Tale of the Allergist’s Wife; Boo, The Last Night of Ballyhoo; 
Helga, Deathtrap; and lead roles in The Imaginary Invalid, Sisters 
Rosensweig, Brighton Beach Memoirs, I’m Not Rappaport, among others. 

Florida Studio Theatre’s appearances include: Sylvia the dog in Sylvia, Lillian Hellman in Cakewalk, 
Don’t Dress For Dinner, Learned Ladies, The Heir Transparent, The Triumph of Love, Execution of 
Justice. Carolyn has performed in theatres throughout the country, with Cape Playhouse and 
Peterborough Players among her favorites. In addition, she has volunteered to produce and/or emcee 
benefits to raise funds for many not-for-profits. She lives with the love of her life—husband/director 
Howard Millman and their two pussycats, Rose and Mortie.  
 

 

 ARIEL BLUE is a well-known troupe member who was recently seen in 
her one-woman show, The Power of the Voice. She has worked 
consistently with WBTT since her breakout role in Ain’t Misbehavin’ six 
years ago. Other memorable shows include: The Wiz, It Ain’t Nothing 
But The Blues, ’50s Jukebox Revue, Avenue Q, Love Sung in the Key 
of Aretha, All Shook Up, and Beehive The Musical. She has performed 
as a vocalist in the Connelli Circus overseas (Switzerland). Ariel is a 
graduate of Stetson University with a major in communications and a 

         minor in theatre. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
    October, 2019 

 
By now many of you have picked up the new 
Yearbook.  Sue Casey put in many hours to 
get it finished, with a lot of help from Sue 
McGowan and Susan Serling to get the 
Directory section correct. We hope you like the 
new recognition of Past Presidents on the 
cover, and please notice the new page 8 called 
Enduring Memberships.  We realized that we 
have many members who have long passed 
the 50-year mark and need to be honored by 
the rest of us.  Thank you to all of them for their 
loyalty and many contributions.  And thank you, 
Sue, for producing the Yearbook and having it 
ready for our September meeting. 
 
In July the Board agreed to join some other 
branches and apply for a mini-grant of $500 
from the Florida AAUW to support another 
research project by Dr. Mary Gatta - an 
extension of last year’s Hispanic Women and 
Economic Security in Florida ( a summary can 
be found here: https://aauw-
fl.aauw.net/files/2019/05/Gatta-WISH-5-1-19-
Executive-Summary.pdf) to cover Black 
Women in Florida.  If the project gets enough 
funding, we will be asked to put Dr. Gatta in 
touch with some black women in Sarasota, and 
to distribute the final report to anyone who can 
use the information, especially our elected 
representatives. 

We have new brochures available, and it would 
be useful if each of us carried one around in 
our purse or car to have handy when talking to 
someone about becoming a member.  We also 
have business cards with all our contact 
information available at each branch meeting 
for you to carry around to give out if that is 
more convenient. 
      Diana Sells, President 

 

 

Women’s Equity Day 
 
The Women’s Equity Day Luncheon, 
celebrating the anniversary of the ratification of 
the 19th Amendment, was held on August 24th 
at Grove Restaurant. Branch members 
Genevieve Discount, Ernie Kent, and Lois 
Fisch attended.  Lois Fisch represented AAUW 
Sarasota on the Equity Day planning 
committee and coordinated the pre-luncheon 
exhibits as our branch contribution to the 
event. The Sarasota, Manatee, Bradenton, and 
Venice branches shared an exhibit table. Next 
year is the 100 year anniversary, so the 
celebration will be bigger and better than ever! 
Save the date: August 26, 2020 
       
     Lois Fisch 

 
Save the Date! 
The annual AAUW-FL conference will 
be April 18-19 in Daytona Beach.  
Members who have agreed to serve on 
our Board for the following term will 
have their registration fee covered by 
the branch. 
 

 

 

 

https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/files/2019/05/Gatta-WISH-5-1-19-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/files/2019/05/Gatta-WISH-5-1-19-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/files/2019/05/Gatta-WISH-5-1-19-Executive-Summary.pdf
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Bites and Bytes For All of Us 
Tuesday, October 29, 2019, 4:00 - 6:00pm 
 
Join your fellow AAUW members and friends 
sipping wine and having a bite to eat.  We’ll 
learn about Tech Trek and have a light-hearted 
"trek into technology".  
 
This fun evening has a serious side: supporting 
Sarasota girls to advance their STEM 
opportunities by attending Tech Trek. Each girl 
pays just $50 but it costs over $1,000 for each 
girl to attend the one-week camp on a college 
campus. This summer we sent eight girls from 
Sarasota to the Tech Trek camps.  We want to 
raise enough money so that all qualified 
students can attend.   Invite another AAUW 
member and a guest to find out about the work 
we are doing.  Ask them to bring their 
checkbook and bring yours too!   
 
Those of us who have met these wonderful 
students are just blown away by their 
intelligence, strength, poise and dedication.   
Their goal is to find answers to serious 
problems facing our   planet.  The interest is 
there - even as a young seventh grader.  We 
must keep this alive! 
 
For many girls, Tech Trek camp will be the only 
chance they will have to view their future by 
studying in a college environment.  Surrounded 
by like minded students, they will be mentored 

by successful woman excelling in their tech 
fields.  
 
We feel it's what we should be doing.  Girls are 
great at science & it's cool. Let’s help girls to 
see their futures! 
 
Join us : 
Tuesday, October 29, 4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Ellen Roche's home.  
Ellen.roche.aauw@gmail.com 
 
    Ellen Roche 
 

  

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Our holiday luncheon will again be taking place 
at the Prestancia Country Club on Saturday, 
December 7th, 2019. The luncheon particulars 
and reservation form will be included in a future 
Synthesis, so please be on the lookout!! And, 
mark your calendars as this event always puts 
us in a holiday spirit and gives us the 
opportunity to socialize and enjoy each other's 
company. Bring a friend or family member and 
the Sarasota AAUW holiday committee 
promises to provide lots of good eats and 
entertainment. 
 
Carol Bernasconi, Janet Mahler, Kathy Oarr 
and Sue Casey 
 
 

 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP INFO 
 
An important message for members: 
Members need to notify the National office of any changes in their information 
(address/phone/email/name change). Also, be sure to notify the Membership Committee chair, Sue 
McGowan, about any of these changes.  We will then include this new information in our 
monthly Synthesis.   
 
NOTE:  The 7 digit number printed under your email address in the membership directory is your 
membership number.  
. 

         Sue McGowan, Membership Chair 

mailto:Ellen.roche.aauw@gmail.com
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AAUW Sarasota Branch         
Officers and Directors  2019 - 2020 

 
Officers 
President (2018-2020) Diana Sells 
Vice President (2018-2020) Lois Fisch 

Secretary (2019-2021) Susan Teel 
Louise Oleyourryk 

Treasurer (2019-2021) Susan Serling 
Jackie Zukley 
 

Directors 
Program (2019-2021) 

 
Joan Nasser 

Membership (2018-2020) Sue McGowan 
Public Policy (2017-2020) Jean Henry 

Mary Muller 
Communications (2018-

2020) 
Sue Casey 

Education Programs 
(2019-2021) 

Mary Stephenson 

Nominations (2017-2019) 

Past President, (ex-officio, 

non-voting) 

Ellen Roche 
Ellen Roche 
 

Parliamentarian Mimi Welch 

Synthesis Editor Roz Lurie 

 
Visit us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  
Or on the web at: 

https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 

https://www.aauw.org/ 

 (national organization) 

https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/  

(Florida branch) 

or 

email us at: Sarasota.AAUW@gmail.com 

 
 

Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230 
 

 

 
 

Deadline 
October 10th is the deadline for the 
November issue of the Synthesis.  
Please submit either an email or 
attached Word document to me, Roz 
Lurie.  Photos are appreciated.  I 
cannot edit a PDF file. 

Roz Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
https://www.aauw.org/
https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
mailto:Sarasota.AAUW@gmail.com
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C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R  - October 2019 
 

To place items in the Calendar, get in touch with Diana Sells by the 10th of October for the November 
newsletter: dsells55@yahoo.ca or 941-879-2294 

 
 

Tech Trek and NCCWSL Meet and Greet 
Sept 28 – Saturday at 10:30 am 
Please come meet and greet the Tech Trek and NCCWSL students on Saturday, September 28th, in 
the Geldbart Auditorium at the Sarasota downtown Selby Library. This is your opportunity to talk with 
these young women and hear how their experiences at Tech Trek and NCCWSL impacted their lives. 
Contact Virginia Waring at virginia.waring@gmail.com . 
 
AAUW Board Meeting 
Oct 1 – Tuesday at 10 am. The AAUW Sarasota Board will meet at the Community Foundation at 
2635 Fruitville Rd. All members are welcome! Plan to join us for lunch afterwards 
 
First Wednesday Bridge 
Oct 2 -- Wednesday at 12:45 pm – Social bridge on the first Wednesday of the month. Eighteen 
hands of party bridge are played. We meet at the In-Between Bridge Club at 4414 Bee Ridge Rd. We 
welcome new members at all levels of play. Future dates: 2019: Nov 6, Dec 4; 2020: Jan 8 (2nd Wed 
due to holiday), Feb 6, Mar 4, Apr 1, May 6. Contact Maureen Firth at 941- 358-6451 or 
firthent@yahoo.com . 
 
North County Neighborhood Group 
Oct 4 – Friday at noon.  Please mark your calendar for our lunch and daytrip planning session for 
the upcoming Season, Oct. - May.  I still have suggestions from last year to share, minus the 4 trips 
that we did take.  Undoubtedly, we all have some additional new ideas to discuss with the group.  We 
will meet at the Park Grille at University Park Country Club off University Pkwy between Lockwood 
Ridge Rd. and Honore  Ave. RSVP to Barb Kerwin at johnandbarbk@gmail.com  or 941 383-0772. 
 
Play Reading 
Oct 9 -- Wednesday at 1 PM 
Our 2019-2020 PLAY READING season begins on October 9, with Joann Flanigan presenting the 
classic Agatha Christie thriller And Then There Were NONE. Jean Henry will be hosting us at her 
home for the reading. Everyone is assigned a role, so please let us know in advance if you plan on 
attending a reading. The Play Readers meet at 1 pm on the second Wednesday of each month, with 
a different presenter selecting each month’s play. The events are also hosted by a different Group 
member each month. Presenters and hosts are all volunteers from the Play Reading Interest Group. 
No thespian experience necessary to participate, just a sense of fun and enthusiasm! If you have 
questions about the PLAY READING interest group or will be attending the October play reading, 
contact Nancy Brennan at nbrennan617@gmail.com or call 924-5951.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:dsells55@yahoo.ca
mailto:virginia.waring@gmail.com
mailto:firthent@yahoo.com
mailto:johnandbarbk@gmail.com
mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
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October  Calendar (continued) 
 
The North County Book Group 
Oct 15 – Tuesday at 11 am.  The North County Book Group will meet at the North Sarasota Library. 
Gen Discount will lead the discussion of Fascism: A Warning by Madeline Albright.  We meet 
from 11:00 to 12:00 with optional lunch afterwards. Contact Lois Fisch.  Call or text: 315-542-8720 
or  lfisch@utica.edu. 
 
. 
Before the Meeting lunch.  
Oct 16 – Wednesday at 11:45 am .  All members are invited.  We will meet at PF Chang’s 
Restaurant located at the 766 S Osprey Ave. Parking is plentiful adjacent to the restaurant. If you 
plan on attending, please make a reservation with Sue McGowan Suemcg48022gmail.com or 941-
752-2340, by noon, Tuesday, October 15.  
 
Branch Meeting 
Oct 16 – Wednesday at 2:00 pm. Branch meeting at the Community Foundation, 2635 Fruitville 
Road.  Program:  The Suffragist Project with speakers Kate Alexander and Meg Gilbert.  
 
Gulf Gate Book Group 
Oct 22 – Tuesday at 11:30. The Gulf Gate Book Group will meet at the Gulf Gate Library. Janet 
Mahler will lead the discussion of The Bees by Laline Paul.  All AAUW members are invited to join the 
discussion and then enjoy an optional lunch after the meeting at a local restaurant.  For more 
information contact Sylvia Rosenfeld at sylros10@yahoo.com (or 924-8603), Kathy Schoenhals, 
katvrs@gmail.com (or 346-8161) or Audrey Laue, sarafen@fastmail.us    (or 922-1778). 

 
Bites and Bytes 
Oct 29 – Tuesday 4 to 6 pm. Learn about Tech Trek at the home of Ellen Roche. 
Ellen.roche.aauw@gmail.com  

mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katvrs@gmail.com
mailto:sarafen@fastmail.us
mailto:Ellen.roche.aauw@gmail.com

