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ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2018 – 11:30 A.M. 
LOCATION: Prestancia Country Club 
4409 Tournament Players Club Drive 

Sarasota, FL 34238 
941-922-2800 

DIRECTIONS: https://www.tpcprestancia.com/contact-us/map-directions/   
MUSICAL PROGRAM:  Marco Jimenez, pianist 

 
   Please join us for our annual holiday luncheon at the 
Prestancia Country Club.  Headlining our Musical 
Program is Marco Jimenez, 16, pianist. Marco plays 
piano, organ and violin, and has won awards for his 
classical music compositions. He was the winner of the 
2019 Justine LeBaron Young Artists Competition.  
Named for the former principal horn player of the Florida 
Orchestra, he will play Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 
4 in G Major with the orchestra in 2020. He is also 
principal second violin for the Sarasota Youth 
Philharmonic. This summer Marco attended the Boston 

University Tanglewood Institute for young musicians in the Berkshires of 
Massachusetts and the 2019 Southeastern Piano Festival.  We are lucky to hear this 
multi-talented young artist. 
 
 The registration form for the luncheon can be found on the last page of this Synthesis. Please fill it 
out with your personal information and menu choice, and send it, along with your $35 check payable 
to AAUW Sarasota, to Janet Mahler, 8400 Vamo Rd. #1266, Sarasota, FL 34231. The deadline is 
November 30, 2019. 
 
(At the luncheon we will be collecting contributions  for SEASON OF SHARING for our continued 
support of this community charity.) 

 
Synthesis 

https://www.tpcprestancia.com/contact-us/map-directions/
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
    December, 2019 

 
The year is well under way and many things 
are happening.  However, so much more can 
be done if more members will offer even a few 
hours of their time during the year.  It would be 
a big help for some Directors to have some 
assistance now and then.  For example, 
Communications needs help with marketing, 
which might simply mean taking our brochures 
and placing them at the local libraries and 
checking the stock occasionally. Or, if you 
have minimal computer skills and would like to 
learn a bit more, Sue Casey would be happy to 
help you get comfortable with creating the 
newsletter.  Are you someone comfortable 
checking in by phone with our older members 
who can no longer get to meetings, or anyone 
who has been ill?  Do you prefer helping by 
working on the computer – perhaps sending 
letters to the editor for Pubic Policy?  How 
about making appointments with local 
representatives to give them some information 
about us?  Making sure that there are snacks 
at each branch meeting? There are lots of 
small jobs.  At the next branch meetings there 
will be an opportunity to sign up for these small 
contributions of time.   And thank you to all who 
are already doing all the large and small jobs! 
 

 
 
 

FST Invites you to walk with 

The Suffragist Project in the 

2019 Sarasota Holiday Parade 

  
With FST at the helm, The Suffragist 
Project has brought together over 50 
community partners who will each host their 
own programming in honor of this monumental 
milestone. 
  
As one of our first events, we will be 
participating in the Sarasota Holiday Parade, 
walking down Main Street wearing white to 
celebrate the coming of the new year and the 
women upon whose shoulders we stand today. 

  

DATE  Saturday, December 7, 2019 
TIME   5PM 
ATTIRE White 
  

This event is free to attend, 
but reservations are required. 

  
Please RSVP to Gaele Barthold    

SuffragistParade2019@gmail.com 
with the names of those that will be walking 

with us. 
  
  
Please be aware children under 14 years of 
age may participate in the parade, with adult 
supervision. 
  
For more information about the parade 
itself, go to SarasotaHolidayParade.com 
 
 

FST Project Director:  Kate Alexander 
FST Assistant Director:  Meg Gilbert   

   Diana Sells, President 
 
    

mailto:SuffragistParade2019@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP INFO 
 
Please add the following new members to your directory: 
 
Cottone, Judy  
700 Cocoanut Ave., Unit 700 
Sarasota, FL 34246 
Judy.cottone@yahoo.com 
(917) 441-4088 
Kean College & Seton Hall 
 
Engle, Judy  
7743 US Open Loop 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
Je6003@aol.com 
773-6997 
Cazenovia Jr. College, Cazenovia NY 
 
Griffin, Judith  
3667 Lalani Way 
Sarasota, FL 34232 
jdgriffin@gmail.com 
377-9422 
Univ. of S. Fl, Nova Southeastern (FL) 

 
Hesler, Florence  
7606 Weeping Willow Circle 
Sarasota, FL 34241 
fs.hesler@verizon.net 
927-5902 
Rutgers, Univ. of Chicago 
 
Lilly, Karen  
6731 Tumblewood Trail 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
ktl2014@gmail.com 
703-431-2064 
Wellesley College 
 
 
Sue McGowan, Membership Chair 
 
 
 

 
NEW MEMBER BIOS 
 
FLORENCE STARR HESLER 
 
Florence was born and raised in New York City. Her undergraduate degree is from Douglass College (the 
women's college of Rutgers University), in English and foreign languages. She has a M.A. from the University 
of Chicago and a Ph.D. from the University of Delaware.  
 
Essex Community College, part of the Baltimore Community College system, was where she taught for more 
than thirty years and was active in writing grants - receiving more than one million dollars in grants. After 
retiring from Essex she moved to Seattle briefly and then to Sarasota where she taught a variety of classes at 
the University of South Florida. 
 
Florence loves traveling with family or alone.  This summer she will travel to Italy and the Balkans for 5 to 6 
weeks and in the fall, spend five weeks in the beautiful Siena foothills.  She is happy to be in AAUW again and 
is now playing bridge with the bridge group. 

 
JUDY ENGLE 
 
Originally from Boothbay Harbor, Maine, Judy graduated from Cazenovia College in New York state in 1960 
with an Associate Degree in Science. She has three children, nine grandchildren and two great-
granddaughters. She has lived in Ithaca, NY, Midland, MI, and Sarasota, FL. Dividing her time between Florida 
and Maine for the last thirty years she retired this year from owning and operating a marina in Boothbay 
Harbor, Maine. She is an avid reader, plays bridge, and loves the theater and ballet. 
 

            Elizabeth Smith 
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MORE MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 
We regret the passing of Honorary Member Virginia (Ginny) Miles, who died August 19. She 
had been a member of AAUW for 64 years (!).  

 
Every month there is something or someone new at our Branch. One of the best ways you can be in 
the know about all the latest is to come to the Third Wednesday Pre-meeting Lunches. We meet at 
11:30 am at various restaurants in the near vicinity and have plenty of time to relax over lunch before 
heading off to the Community Foundation for the two o’clock meeting.  Be sure to check the Calendar 
section in each issue to learn where we will be meeting that month, and text or call Nancy Brennan 
(nbrennan617@gmail.com  -- 924-5951) to let her know that you will be joining us. We look forward to 
having you join us for lunch and conversation!      Sue McGowan 

 
MORE NEWS 
 
OLDER WOMEN IN SARASOTA COUNTY 
 
We are making progress on addressing the economic needs of older women in Sarasota County.  We 
hope to begin research in January 2020 and will use the results of the study to identify needs of this 
vulnerable group in our community.   
 
The AAUW Florida Supporting Foundation has approved the project so we can accept funds from 
individual donors and non-profit organizations.  Our branch has committed to supporting the project 
and we are expecting to hear from the Community Foundation of Sarasota County about a matching 
grant. We expect to need to raise $2500 from individual donors to fund the research.  Please contact 
me if you are interested in knowing more about the project.  (Ellen.Roche.AAUW@gmail.com )  

             Ellen Roche 
 

ACADEMIC OLYMPICS 
 
Eight of the Sarasota county high schools will once again participate in the Academic Olympic competitions. 
Students will be questioned in all academic areas. Their knowledge and speed in answering will ultimately 
determine the winner. Four weeks of matches will culminate in the top six schools competing for the trophy. 
The top students from several of the schools will be selected to form the All Star team which will compete for 
the state championship.  
 
We would love to see you come and watch a match. I promise you will enjoy seeing these bright students have 
fun using their brains. The matches all take place on Tuesdays at 3:30 in Building 2 at Suncoast Technical 
College, at the corner of Beneva and Proctor. The dates are January 21, January 28, February 4 and February 
11. The finals will take place on Saturday, February 22 at 1:00 in the Pine View auditorium. 
 
We would really appreciate having some new faces serving as moderators and score keepers. We will train 
you. They are easy jobs, and you will have fun. Please contact me if you have any questions or would be 
interested in helping: emchemfl@aol.com , (941) 355-1493. 
            Eloise Malinsky 
               

mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
mailto:Ellen.Roche.AAUW@gmail.com
mailto:emchemfl@aol.com
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MORE NEWS (CONTINUED) 
 
BITES AND BYTES 
 
Successful Fundraising Event For Tech Trek 
 
AAUW Sarasota members love and support Tech Trek.  Thanks to the first annual Bites and Bytes 
event, more than $2,500 was raised for this program that sends Sarasota girls to a STEM summer 
camp.  This past summer, 8 girls from northern Sarasota County were able to attend the camp at a 
cost of only $50 to the family.  The remaining cost of the program ($1,000 per camper) must be paid 
through donations.    
 
Leiland Theriot, our Tech Trek coordinator, talked about the program and her personal experience 
with AAUW programs supporting STEM for girls.  Other members shared their experiences meeting 
the candidates during the interview process:  they were uniformly impressed with the girls and 
inspired to support the program.    
 
The team hopes to build support in the Sarasota community for Tech Trek by inviting non-AAUW 
members to learn about the program and the value it brings to the girls and to our community.  If you 
are interested in joining the Bites and Bytes team, contact Ellen Roche 
ellen.Roche.AAUW@gmail.com .    
 
            Ellen Roche 
 

 
 

 
 
START SMART AND WORK SMART 
 
Help is needed with a very important AAUW program called Start Smart and Work Smart, designed 
to train young women college graduates to negotiate better salaries and benefits, and women 
returning to the workforce and negotiating salaries and benefits. The job requires a minimal 
investment of your time! 
 
The main task is to participate in planning meetings of about 1 hour each for Start Smart and Work 
Smart workshop sessions, and to assist during the workshops as needed. Much of the business is 
completed via email. No prior experience is necessary.  
 
Approximately three to four workshops a year are anticipated.  The next workshop is scheduled for 
February 4th  @ USFSM from 6-8 PM.  Most of the planning for this event has been completed.   
 
I'll be happy to talk with anyone who is interested in taking this on.  It's a fairly easy job & the whole 
thing is very well organized. 
 
          Lois A. Fisch 
          lfisch@utica.edu  
          941-351-4862 
 

 

mailto:ellen.Roche.AAUW@gmail.com
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
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MORE NEWS (CONTINUED) 
 
WRITE READ WRITE 

 
Today , I hand delivered 22 personal notes written by our members to 
4th grade students at Toledo Blade elementary school. The students 
were very excited about the Write Read Write program , and especially 
excited about receiving personal notes. They immediately opened their 
note , and I heard a chorus of delightful shouts of “Mine says ...” and 
“She wrote this to me ...” 
 
What a joyful noise! 
 
Jodi Austin, 4th grade teacher (on right), and I are standing in front of the 
Reading Board. Each student is required to read 7 books during this 
school year, so our program fits beautifully with the curriculum.     
 
I can’t wait to return to this wonderful class in February with their books.  
 

Thank you to all who so kindly volunteered to support this program. 
            Judy Cottone 
 

TIDBITS 

 
Do you know the difference between Gender Equality and Gender Equity? “Equity is a means. 
Equality is the result.” So now you know.  Language Equals Power. (From the United Nations 
Handbook for Commission on the Status of Women)        

            Sue Casey 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 

QUESTION:  Who was the first woman to run for President of the United States?  
ANSWER:     Victoria Woodhull 

 
 
Victoria Woodhull was a woman 100 years ahead of her time, running 
for President of the United States in 1872.  Woodhull was nominated 
for President by the newly formed Equal Rights Party on May 10, 1872 
in New York City.    Although laws prohibited women from voting, there 
was nothing stopping women from running for office.  Frederick 
Douglass, the famed civil rights activist, was nominated to be her Vice 
President, though he never acknowledged or accepted the nomination 

publicly. 
 

       Sue Casey 
 

 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Woodhull
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AAUW Sarasota Branch         
Officers and Directors  2019 - 2020 

 
Officers 
President  Diana Sells 
Vice President  Lois Fisch 

Secretary  Susan Teel 
Louise Oleyourryk 

Treasurer  Susan Serling 
Jackie Zukley 
 

Directors 
Program  

 
Joan Nasser 

Membership  Sue McGowan 
Public Policy  Jean Henry 

Mary Muller 
Communications  Sue Casey 
Education Programs  Mary Stephenson 
Nominations  
Past President, (ex-officio, 

non-voting) 

Ellen Roche 
Ellen Roche 
 

Parliamentarian Mimi Welch 

Synthesis Editor Roz Lurie 

 
Visit us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  
Or on the web at: 

https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 

https://www.aauw.org/ 

 (national organization) 

https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/  

(Florida branch) 

or 

email us at: Sarasota.AAUW@gmail.com 

 
 

Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230 
 

 

 
 

Deadline 
December 10th is the deadline for the 
January issue of the Synthesis.  Please 
submit either an email or attached 
Word document to me, Roz Lurie.  
Photos are appreciated.  I cannot edit a 
PDF file. 

Roz Lurie, roz.lurie@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
https://www.aauw.org/
https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
mailto:Sarasota.AAUW@gmail.com
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C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R  - December 2019 
To place items in the Calendar, get in touch with Diana Sells by the 10th of December for the January 

newsletter: dsells55@yahoo.ca  or 941-879-2294 
  
AAUW Board Meeting 
Dec 3 – Tuesday at 10 am  The AAUW Sarasota Board will meet at the Community Foundation at 
2635 Fruitville Rd. All members are welcome! Plan to join us for lunch afterwards. 
 
First Wednesday Bridge 
Dec 4 -- Wednesday at 12:45 pm  – Social bridge on the first Wednesday of the month. Eighteen 
hands of party bridge are played. We meet at the In-Between Bridge Club at 4414 Bee Ridge Rd. We 
welcome new members at all levels of play. Contact Maureen Firth at 941-358-6451 or 
firthent@yahoo.com . 
 
Holiday Luncheon 
Dec 7 – Saturday at 11:30 am  Prestancia Country Club. Marco Jimenez, pianist. See reservation 
form below. 
 
Gulf Gate Book Group 
Dec 10 – Tuesday at 11:30 am  The Gulf Gate Read and Discuss Book Group will meet at the 
Gulf  Gate Library to discuss the Suncoast Empire by Frank Cassell. The discussion will be led by 
Sylvia Rosenfeld.  All AAUW members are invited to join the group regardless of whether or not they 
live in the Gulf Gate area.  After the meeting we enjoy lunch together at a local restaurant.  For more 
information contact Sylvia Rosenfeld (924-8603 or sylros10@yahoo.com ), Audrey Laue (922-1778 or  
sarafen@fastmail.US )  or Jocelyn  Baskey (419-559-6319 or jocelyn_baskey@yahoo.co.UK ). 
 

Play Reading 
Dec 11 -- Wednesday at 1 pm The events are hosted by a different Group member each month. No 
thespian experience is necessary to participate, just a sense of fun and enthusiasm! If you have 
questions about the PLAY READING interest group or will be attending the December play reading, 
contact Nancy Brennan at nbrennan617@gmail.com or call 924-5951.  
 
Film Group 
Dec 12 – Thurs at 11 am   The Film Group will meet at the Selby Library in the second floor 
conference room.  Members will be notified of the selected film by email a week prior to the 
meeting.  New members are welcome to join in the discussion  and enjoy an optional lunch after the 
meeting at a nearby restaurant.  For information call or email Sylvia Rosenfeld (924-
8603, sylros10@yahoo.com ) or Kathy Schoenhals (346-8161, katevrs@gmail.com ). 
 
North County Book Group 
Dec 17 – Tuesday at 11 am. The North County Book Group will meet at the North Sarasota Library 
to develop our reading list for September 2020 - June 2021.  Everyone is welcome to attend and to 
suggest books for our discussions. Following the book selection, we will go to lunch (optional) at the 
Park Grille at the University Park Country Club. Please text, email, or call in your lunch reservation by 
December 13 to Lois Fisch at lfisch@utica.edu or 941-735-0378.   
 

    
                                                            
 

mailto:dsells55@yahoo.ca
mailto:firthent@yahoo.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:sarafen@fastmail.US
mailto:jocelyn_baskey@yahoo.co.UK
mailto:nbrennan617@gmail.com
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:katevrs@gmail.com
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
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When: Saturday, December 7, 2019  at 11:30 A.M. 

Where:   Prestancia Country Club – (941-922-2800) 

  4409 Tournament Players Club Drive 

  Sarasota, Florida 34238 
 Entertainment by Marco Jimenez immediately following lunch  

 Cash bar will be open before and during our lunch.   

 Your meal selection includes either a glass of wine or a salad - please make your 

selection from these choices and tell us if you want wine or salad – rolls & butter and 

coffee/tea/iced tea included 

  Bronzed Mahi-Mahi Grilled with Orange Beurre Blanc and Tropical Fruit Salsa served 

with Wild Rice Pilaf and Seasonal Vegetables 

   Herb Crusted Beef Sirloin Thinly Sliced with Mushroom Demi Served with Creamy 

Mashed Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetables 

   Pesto Pasta Primavera with Fresh Herbs, Extra Virgin Olive Oil, Parmesan Cheese, & 

Seasonal Vegetables 

   Glass of house wine  OR    Fresh green salad 

Dessert:   Apple Crisp a la Mode 

Do you have any food allergies? ______________________________________________ 
(USE BACK IF NECESSARY) 

Please make your check payable for $35.00 per person to AAUW SARASOTA  

mail it to: Janet Mahler     

8400 Vamo Rd. #1266 
Sarasota, FL  34231 

NOTE – Deadline for receiving your reservations is November 30, 2019 

PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE REGISTRATION WITH MEAL SELECTION FOR EACH GUEST. 
 
 
NAME:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Come Celebrate the Season with AAUW 
Sarasota 

tel:9419222800

