
Vol. MMXXI– Number 9     The Newsletter of the Sarasota Branch of the AAUW                               MAY 2021 
 

 
1 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

AAUW Sarasota 

May Meeting 

 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

 2:00 p.m. 
 

Final Meeting of 2020-2021 Year 

Ladies, please make sure to mark your calendars for 2 p.m., Wednesday, May 19.  This 
is the last meeting of this AAUW year, hopefully it will be our last meeting by ZOOM, but 
it will be a delightful one. 

 
 

“Two Truths and a Lie” 

 
Yes, we want you to lie, a little bit, but only to challenge your AAUW friends to see if they 
can guess which is which concerning your two truths and a lie.   Each participant will 
conjure up “two truths and a lie” to tell of something about themselves.  For example, 
Lois is challenging us with: “I slept under the stars at a ranch in Mali, I climbed Mt. 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, and I dined on scorpions in China.”  
 
That day you can keep a running total of your guesses.  You can participate even if you 
don’t do “TTL.”  This will be an excellent opportunity to get to know one another and 
provide some humor that we most assuredly need these days.   
 
Please wear something special that day whether a hat, scarf or a special color.  It’s May 
and it’s Springtime.  Let’s toast one another with our special beverage.  Hope to see all 
of you then. 
 
Questions?  Email me jdnasser10@gmail.com  or call (941) 544-6669.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                              Joan Nasser, Program Director                                                            

 

 

 

mailto:jdnasser10@gmail.com


Vol. MMXXI– Number 9     The Newsletter of the Sarasota Branch of the AAUW                                    MAY  2021 

 

Page 2 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

  
May 2021 
 

 

Spring is a hopeful time.  This year, more than ever, we are anticipating a rebirth of sorts 
as we slowly being to emerge from our COVID cocoons.  It’s too soon to tell when our 
branch will be able to gather together as a large group.  Meanwhile, Zoom will continue 
to be our source of community and fellowship.  In addition, Summer Sizzlers can provide 
an appropriate option for small-group gatherings.   
 

I’m looking forward to our May Branch meeting.  Joan, Kathy, and Carol have a great 
Zoom party planned for us.  Can’t wait to see the clever truths and lies you create.  It will 
be so much fun guessing what’s true and what’s false. 
 

This summer, as you enjoy the beautiful weather, don’t forget to keep up with our AAUW 
advocacy efforts.  The Two Minute Activist makes that very easy to do.   
 

Enjoy your summer.  See you in September! 
 
 

Lois Fisch, President 
 

 

 
 
 

AAUW’s Five-Star National Recognition Program rewards affiliates (states, branches and 
other organizations) for aligning their work with the AAUW strategic plan and other 
initiatives that foster the organization’s mission of advancing gender equity for women and 

girls.  
AAUW Sarasota branch is the only 5 Star branch in the state of Florida! 
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Membership Renewals – 2021-2022 
 

The days are growing longer and Spring has officially arrived.  That means it is also time to renew your 
membership in AAUW Sarasota.  If you attended the April branch meeting, you are already aware of 
that fact.  Dues for 2021-2022 will remain at $14 for our local branch, $12 for the state, and $62 for 
National (a $3 increase from previous years).   
 

In the next day or two, invoices will be emailed to each member whose email address is in the National 
AAUW database, except for Honorary members, who have been AAUW members for 50 years and no 
longer are asked to pay dues.  The email will come from memberinfo@aauw.org.  The invoice will 
include instructions and an individualized secured link for paying your dues online with a credit 
card.  The invoice will also include instructions on how to renew your membership by check.  We will 
be sending invoices by US mail to those few members whose email addresses are not in the AAUW 
database.  IF POSSIBLE, PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE USING A CREDIT CARD. 
 

If you opt to renew your membership by check, please write your check for $88 payable to AAUW 
Sarasota and mail it to AAUW Sarasota, P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230. 
 

National has asked that members not go to the AAUW website to renew their memberships.  The 
invoice is designed to eliminate the need to go to the website; the link in the invoice will associate your 
name, member ID and branch to facilitate the renewal process. If you have any questions about the 
membership renewal process, please contact Susan Serling at sserling@verizon.net or 941-377-4728. 
 

Yes, the past year has been very difficult for all of us, and ZOOM has been the only way we could all 
“get together.”  Some of you may have been unable to join us in our virtual meetings; we have missed 
you!  However, next year, should be far better than the last, and we can hope to once again meet in 
person.  Even though we haven’t been able to be together in one place, our work has continued.  There 
has been a virtual Academic Olympics; there will be a virtual Tech Trek; there will be a virtual NCCWSL; 
your Board has continued to meet; we have continued to have monthly branch meetings via ZOOM; 
we held a virtual holiday party; the book groups have continued; the play reading group is continuing. 
Many things have CONTINUED – in spite of our circumstances. 
 

So, let’s get back to the work of making our      Five Star Sarasota branch (the ONLY one 
in Florida) even better.  We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

       Sue McGowan      Susan Serling 
Membership Chair      Treasurer 

       For the Membership Committee 
 

mailto:memberinfo@aauw.org
mailto:sserling@verizon.net
http://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/m/membership.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Membership / Changes to 2020-2021 Directory 
 
Please welcome our new member and include her information in our directory: 
 

Estephanie Herrera (Esteph) 
700 Cocoanut Ave. Apt. 454 
Sarasota. FL 34236 
813-919-9605 
Esteph09@icloud.com 
Louisiana State University 

 

Sue McGowan, for the Membership Committee: Nancy Brennan, Beverly Prechtel, Susan Ritchey, 
Anne Salamone, and Elizabeth Smith  

 
 

 

 
 

SUMMER SIZZLERS 
 

It’s looking like there might be some possibilities for in-person events this summer!  With more of us 
now vaccinated and some venues back in business, we can perhaps go back to some of our favorite 
programs, such as beading class, Ringling Museum, Selby Gardens and Mote Marine.  If any of you 
have any suggestions, or would like to organize an event, please e-mail ( dkoarr@gmail.com) or call 
me (351-7467) and we’ll get the word out.   

 

Submitted by Kathy Oarr 
 

 

mailto:Esteph09@icloud.com
mailto:dkoarr@gmail.com
http://www.ciaomaestra.com/search/label/cruciverba
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Vol. MMXXI– Number 9     The Newsletter of the Sarasota Branch of the AAUW                                    MAY  2021 

 

Page 5 

Amazing Women….Did You Know?     

The Life Raft 

 

 

The lifesaving Life Raft was invented by Maria Beasely in 1882.  (Maria also invented a 
machine that makes barrels.) 

 Residential Solar Heating 

 

 

Solar heating for residential housing was invented by Dr. Maria Telkes in 1947.  Dr. 
Telkes was a psychiatrist in addition to being a solar-power pioneer. 

Thanks to Sue Casey 
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MAY- AUGUST 2021 

To place items in the Calendar, 
get in touch with Lois Fisch 

by the 10th of August for the September newsletter: 

lfisch@utica.edu 

Date Time Event Location / Contact Notes 
Tuesday,  
May 4 

11:00 
a.m. 

AAUW Sarasota 
BOARD MEETING  
via ZOOM 

Sign in on your computer or 
phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a day 
or two before the meeting. 
Contact:  Lois Fisch 
lfisch@utica.edu 
 

 
All members welcome.   

Tuesday, 
May 18 
 

 
 

11:00 
a.m. 
 

North County Book 
Group  
via ZOOM 
 
Book:  A Children’s 
Bible 
Author:  Lydia Millet 

Sign in on your computer 
or phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a 
day or two before the 
meeting. 
 
Contact:  Lois Fisch 
lfisch@tica.edu 

Discussion Leader:  
Lois Fisch 
 
If you are not currently a 
member of this group and 
would like to attend, 
please contact Lois Fisch 
lfisch@utica.edu 
All members welcome. 

 
Wednesday,  
May 19 
 

2:00 
p.m.  

AAUW Sarasota 
BRANCH MEETING  
via ZOOM 

Sign in on your computer 
or phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a 
day or two before the 
meeting. 

 
Contact:  Lois Fisch,  
lfisch@utica.edu 
 

 
Two Truths and a Lie 
 
Please join us. 
 

Tuesday, 
May 11 
 
 

 

11:30 
a.m. 

Gulf Gate Read and 
Discuss Book Group 
via ZOOM 
 
Book:  News of the 
World 
Author:  Paulette Giles 

Sign in on your computer 
or phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a 
day or two before the 
meeting. 
Contact:  Sylvia 
Rosenfeld 
sylros10@yahoo.com 

or Jocelyn Baskey 
baskey0@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
All AAUW members 
welcome to join the 
group regardless of 
whether or not they live 
in the Gulf Gate area. 
 
 
 

mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:lfisch@tica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:sylros10@yahoo.com
mailto:baskey0@gmail.com
http://greatewhitenorth.blogspot.com/2012/06/its-summer.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Date Time Event Location / Contact Notes 

Tuesday, 
June 15 
 

 

11:00 
a.m. 
 

North County Book 
Group  
via ZOOM 
 
Book:  The Guest List 
Author: Lucy Foley 

Sign in on your computer 
or phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a 
day or two before the 
meeting. 
 
Contact:  Lois Fisch 
lfisch@tica.edu 

Discussion Leader:  
Virginia Waring 
 
If you are not currently a 
member of this group and 
would like to attend, 
please contact Lois Fisch 
lfisch@utica.edu 
All members welcome. 
 

     

Tuesday, 
July 20 

11:00 
a.m. 
 

North County Book 
Group  
via ZOOM 
 
Book:  Northern Spy 
Author:  Flynn Berry 

Sign in on your computer 
or phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a 
day or two before the 
meeting. 
 
Contact:  Lois Fisch 
lfisch@tica.edu 

Discussion Leader:  
Joan Nasser 
 
If you are not currently a 
member of this group and 
would like to attend, 
please contact Lois Fisch 
lfisch@utica.edu 
All members welcome. 
 

     
Tuesday, 
August 3 

11:00 
a.m. 

AAUW Sarasota 
BOARD MEETING  
via ZOOM 

Sign in on your computer or 
phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a day 
or two before the meeting. 
Contact:  Lois Fisch 
lfisch@utica.edu 

 

 
All members welcome.   

     

Tuesday, 
August 17 
 

 

11:00 
a.m. 
 

North County Book 
Group  
via ZOOM 
 
Book:  Beartown:  A 
Novel 
Author:  Fredrik 
Backman 

Sign in on your computer 
or phone via Zoom.  An 
invitation will be sent a 
day or two before the 
meeting. 
 
Contact:  Lois Fisch 
lfisch@tica.edu 

Discussion Leader:  
Bev Prechtel 
 
If you are not currently a 
member of this group and 
would like to attend, 
please contact Lois Fisch 
lfisch@utica.edu 
All members welcome. 
 

     

 

mailto:lfisch@tica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:lfisch@tica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
mailto:lfisch@tica.edu
mailto:lfisch@utica.edu
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AAUW Sarasota Branch 
Elected Officers and Directors 2020-2021 

 
 

Officers 
President  
(2020-2022) 

Lois Fisch 

Vice President  
(2020-2022)  

Susan Casey 

Secretary  
(2019-2021) 

Susan Teel 
Louise Oleyourryk 

Treasurer  
(2019-2021) 

Susan Serling 
 
 

Directors 
Program  
(2019-2021) 

 
Joan Nasser 

Membership  
(2020-2022) 

Sue McGowan 

Public Policy  
(2020-2022) 

Diana Sells 

Communications 
(2020-2022) 

Sue Casey 

Education Programs 
(2019-2021) 

Jackie Zukley 

Nominations 
(2019-2021) 

Past President, (ex-officio, 

non-voting) 

Ellen Roche 
 
Ellen Roche 
Diana Sells 
 

Parliamentarian 
Synthesis Editor 

Mimi Welch 
Virginia Waring 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Visit us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota  
Or on the web at: 

https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/ 

https://www.aauw.org/ 

 (national organization) 

https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/  

(Florida branch) 

or 

email us at: Sarasota.AAUW@gmail.com 

 
 

Synthesis is published monthly September 
through May by the American Association 

of University Women 
Sarasota Branch 

P.O. Box 3554, Sarasota, FL  34230  
 
 

 
 

Deadline 
August 10th is the deadline for the August issue 
of the Synthesis.  Please submit either an email 
or attached Word document to me,  
Virginia Waring.  Photos are appreciated.   
I cannot edit a PDF file.  Thank you. 
Virginia Waring, virginia.waring@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/AAUWSarasota
https://sarasota-fl.aauw.net/
https://www.aauw.org/
https://aauw-fl.aauw.net/
mailto:Sarasota.AAUW@gmail.com

